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The Case of the §
Tube of Radium.:
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i Lee's Adventures with the Mysterious “‘Black Wolf."
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CHAPTER 1.
Heard in a London Clut—The Black Wolf Ma'kes a Call
Y IIE Biack Wolf, looking very dapper and very like a son of Italy,
lounged into the International Club off Piccadilly, and handing his
coat, hat, and stick to a boy, strolled into the big smoking-room which
lay to the right ol the lobby.

He had been in London less than a week, but it had taken him less than -
that time to make himself quite at home at the International Club.

Being the hearer of a letter of intreduction from the president of the
International Club in Paris, the hospitality of the London club of the
same name had been extended to him without question.

The letter of the well known Parisian clubman had been sufficient for that.
Truth to tell, the Black Wolf had found the atmosphere of Puaris a litlle
too warm for him.

The last affair when he had got mixed up in what was popularly known
ins %lge Jure Diamond Case had been disastrous in more ways than one,
or him.

Tor the first time he—or she, to be more correct-—had been really un-
masked, and, through the agenecy of Nelson Lee of London, handed over to
Monsicur Jules Fabert, Chief of the Criminal Department of the Paris
Police, at the Quaix des Orfevres.

True, she had escaped from the clutehes of the police almost before they
had finished congratulating themselves on her capture, but she liad realiseld
that her carcer in I’aris as Mademoiselle Miton and the Comte de Monte
Bello was at an end for the time being, at any rate.

Where then to go? To Berlin, Vienna, Petrograd, Madrid, or Rome? Ior
certain reasons, the Black Wolf did not wish to return to cither North or
South America—not for the present, at least.

Perhaps it was the germ of a desire to get even with Nelson Lee which
had caused her {o come to London. At any rate, she had come, and under
the name of Signor Paulini, had taken a house in Hampstead, whither had
also been installed Jacques, Marcel, and the faithful Ninctte,

Then to the Imternatiomal Club with the letter of introduction gained

-
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irom the president of tho Internalional Club of Paris, by means which only
{he Black Woll hersell knew. .

So on Uhis afternoon, in the guise of an Italian gentleman, she had
wandered into the club as had been her custom during the past week to
indulge in oume of her favourile Yovovsky cigarcttes and to plan for the
future.

In the smoking-room the Black Wolf made for a certain casy chair over
in the corer. 11 was a suitable chair from which to watch the room with-
out heing too much in evidence oncsclt, and for that reason the Black Wolf
had chosen.

She scated lierself languidly, and, calling the waiter, ordered a small
wlass of Dubonnet. When that had been brought, ‘* Signor Paulini,”’ as the
Hiack \Wolf chose to be known, lit a Povovsky and lcant back.

She had been sitting there for the betier part of half an hour, smoking
and thinking, when there was the sound of voices by the door, and three
men entered. They were chatting and Jaughing as they came, and beyond
a casual glance in the direction of the Black Wolf, {ook no notice of the
figure lying back in the chair. Indeed, only the right arm of the Black
Wolf was visible to them. °

They seated themselves in Lig casy chairs aud raung for a wailer. Drinks
“‘-(-xl-.c ordc;rt:;l, nlnd when they had been brought, tossed off with the appre-
ciation of tlursty men.

Then they fell to talking again until the door o ened and a y
entered. He looked worried and anxious, as cven t}I); B]aci: Y{'loi’fogglﬁdm;r;
from where he sat, and it was plain that he was on intimate lerms w.il,h
the others, for they greeted him pleasantly. )

“ Mave a drink, Phillip?”’ cried oue of them,

The voung fellow shook his head.

“Sorry, old man, but I haven't time,”” he said, as he : : .
where liley sat. “ I have been looking for voilq—swlﬂoé a_ppl";oiclyed the pla}_e
you a nole. I can’t go down to the cogntr)' with yo'li' ti)l-l;ofrc:\lvlg }lof '-“.‘l(‘itg
shall have to put it off for some time.” ST

*Why, what is the matter?”’ asked the one whom he addressed

“The guv’nor is worse,” replied the young fell .
addreszed as Phillip. t young fellow whom they had

s ‘\S'Jmt, has tllmll;\ old trouble come hack?"

* Yes—worse luck, and this time it see av i :
(‘reswick is going down to-morrow nl'tcruoonn;f) tiovehl‘l}c l.un! dowlvu padly.
bul J : ve fog 1im radium treatment,
ut — d}nd lﬁ:‘ct oung fcllow finiched with a shrug.

* But I thought the medicos had failed to identify the disease, Phillip?”
said the first speaker, getii X is i 7. 15C0SC, Iul]np_:' '
i ed on Pl]u'llip's' agr(;n?mg to his feet, and walking away a little with

** They can’t, old man. All they se ; 5ay 1 i
be some mysterious disease contragteile{:;r i&eb err:::')’llcloi-oi:a)inldsiat lxa.‘l;i it "'"Sﬁ
of experiment they are going to try radium Creswi S
the great radium Qpcchlisct,' is gon;' d reswick, who is, as you kuow,

E f i ’ to-morrow nigh i :
thousand pounds worth of {he stuff ar 'owu- : rrow gt ‘ylth ten
guv'nor's shoulder, I don’t ?af]c“ ,itm\ﬁlluilcy are going to apply it to the
are ounly oo ready to iry evor)vt]{ing that n:)igrill::yhglol?d,ll‘mt‘l,llmiumlly’ 1
must be on hand. What with t .’ T . oor taab rcason, I
pounds worth of radium in 1hethl‘1)o§;¢l=v ’]]Ioiv}l)gltu% Wborﬁc, apd t:eu thousand
tecl casy in my mind until it is back in London o be on the job. Sha'u’t

N ?(61‘05\\t[11cl:_\\'011't stay with you then?” .

. No. Heis coming down {o put i ;
Ml)ll‘oiml(m the next d‘%'- 'l “‘\I') tt’ ;Itc? l:l'oi'lllldthw :11112 :c:zul:;;cmg Lhti fube back
old 1% - .5 koo ! * Ty W1

1dan, buthy_ou will understand “.[w I can’t go now, “'Oﬂt_]ougg-u soon,
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‘“ Of course, Phillip, I quite understand. Y am only too sorry Lhat it i
such o reason for your not coming. Give my regards to the guv'nor, ani
tell him to buck up !’

*“I'll do that, Bolh. Solong! Y have a lot to do now, and will b2 eoine i
until I leave town with Creswick to-morrow.” o

The two young men shook hands, the one making for the door, and the
other returning to his friends by the table.

‘“ Poor, Thil!” the Black Woll heard him eay.

“I am afraid his father is pretty Dbad. Can’t understand what
is the matter with him, cither. The medicos think it is something he picked
up in India when he was there years ago."

“ How docs it affcet him?”’ asked one.

“ Why, I don’t exactly know. He has a large brown spot on his shoulde:
which gives him intense pain, and which scems to be the root of the trouble.
It is accompanied by very high fever, and while he is ordinarily a mos!
genial sort of man, he becomes highly irritable when the trouble is acute.
They evidently think radium may do it some good, for Phil tells me that
they are going to try it.”

The conversation drifted off now to other subjeets, and when another ten
minutes or so had passed, the Black Wolf rcse and strolled out of the smoke-
room to the lobby.

Just as he drew necar the hall porter’s office, he saw again the young
foellow who had been in the smoke-room. e paused at the hall porter:
office on his way out to leave some instructions, and then, as he turned
towards the door, the Black Wolf heard the hall porter say:

“ Yery good, Mr. Thornton. I shall attend to it. Good-night, sir!"”

‘“ So his name is Thornton,” mused the Black Wolf, as he strolled over ¢
the desk and engaged ihie hall porter in conversation. ‘I must find oul
which Thornton.”

Then, with a genial manner, which put him down in the hall porter'
somewhat orthodox mind as a ‘ remarkable nice gentleman for a furvinuer,
the Black Wolf proceeded to pump that club servont with a skill and uicety
which brought him all the information he needed.

Mr. Phillip Thornton was onc of the nicest gentlemen one ecould meet
according to the hall porter. He was the son of Sir John Thornton, wis
was also 2 member of the club, but who was, so the hall porter was verwy
sorry to lear, very ill. Obh, yes, they had a place in town, but they lived
mostly down in the country—in Surrey, near the village of Dorcomb.

And so on, with the Black Wolf pumping skilfully, and the hall porter
innocently biting to every cast of the bait.

When the Black Wolf had gained all the information she sought. sh:
nodded to the hall porter and strolled towards the telephone booth.

To the page on duty there she said: ““I wish to have a look al the tele-
phone-book.” .

The page handed it up, and taking it across beneath a light, the Black
Wolf opened it at the letter C.

Running her fingers down the pages she finally paused at the name
Creswick, and scanning these one by one came finally to the name of “ Dr.
Hilton Creswick, 161X Wimpole Street.”

It was the only name under the list which scemed to apply to a great
radium expert, so memorising it with the address, the Black Wolf veturned
the book to the page and walking along to the cloak-room, got the hat,
coat and stick which had been left there. .

Ten minutes later a taxi was taking the Black Wolf along to 161N,
Wimpole Street: Dr. Hilton Creswick was, as the Black Wolf had been led
to think, one of the greatest radiwm experts of the day
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Ie lived in a large and perfeetly equipped house in .\\’impolc Street, which
could only be the abode of a very successful physician. ) .

The Black Wolf conld see that as seon as he wae ushered mto the waiting-
room—a room which had been decorated with a combivation of old Japanese
armonr and Eastern curies, which alone must lmv_c cost scveral thousaunds.

A whitc-aproned maid ushered him in and took in his card to the doctor.
The Black Wolf had had the forethought to scribble on the card a few
lines which urged the doctor to see the one whose name was on tlte card on
& matter of urgency which bad brought Signor Paulini all the way from

HISY
“Jfl;\lﬁ\' as he was. Dr. Hilton Creswick could scarcely refuse such a plea,
and at the end of tem minules or so the maid returned to say that tho
Jdector would see him. ‘ )

The Black Wolf rese and followed the maid through a long corridor to
the consulting-room, where the great man sat waiting. He was short,
hearded and brisk in manner, and glanced keenly into the cyes of his visitor
ax lie shook hands.

* Signor Paulivi,” le said in Italian of faultless accent, ‘‘I am

[~ . . 0.
pleased (o see you, sir.  And may 1 ask what Ias caused you {o come to me?”

The Black Wolf leaned back gracefully in ler chair. ‘ :

It is veur name, signor, which has brought me to London,” she said,
adopting the Italian language sinee the doctor had used it. “ It 1s about
1y sister, signor. She is ill, signor, and at the advice of the doclors in
Rome 1 lost uo time in bringing her to Loundon for your advice. She looks
well, ~ignor—she cals well and she sleeps well. But, signor, she does not
feel well, The doctors of Rome cannot tell ws what is wrong.  She is
lanouid and depressed. They have tried, ob! so many different things, but
alas ! all to no goed.  They have suggested, signor, that perhaps the radium
treatment of which you are a maistro will suceced. So 1 have brought her
{o London. Can I arrange for a consultation for her, -ignor?”’ )

Dr. Hilton Creswick pressed the tips of his fingers together,

“I cannot give you any advice aboutl the case, signor, without sceing the
patient.  I'rom what you tell me it scemns that your sister must e suflering
from a speeies of decline. However, that must wait until I sce her.”

“Then you will give us your advice?'” eried the Black Wolf,

*“ Certainly, signor,”” replied the doctor.

The Black Wolf leaned forward a little.

“#he will be overjoyed to hear that, signor. I shall rush home 1o tell
hev that our wish will be gratified. And may I tell her, signor, that I may
bring her to-morrow afternoon?”’

I’r. Uilton Creswick shook his head with a smile of regret. :

T am sorry, Signor Paulini, but that will be impossible,”” he said.

“ Unfortunately, I am compelled to go Lo the country to-morrow afternoon

on a case of some importance. I shall, however, be returning late to-

morrow night, and you may, if you wish, bring your sister to see me the next

morning.  Shall we say about cleven?””

w“|:“\knd is it impossible Lo bring her to-morrow morning?”’ asked the Biack
olf.

"' That, too, is out of the question,” said the doctor. ‘I have consulia-
tions here for ihe Dirst part of the morning, and later on my engagements
al. one of the hospitals will keep me some time. I am afraid that the first
Appointnient will be for the morning of the day after to-morrow.’”’

_The Black Wolf made a fine show of regret, then with a smile of resigna-
tion, aceepted the ruling of the other.

" Then, signor, we shall be here on the stroke of eleven,’” he said. * Er—
may one ask, signor, the possible cost of the radium treatment? I am
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prepared to pay all we possess that my eister may recove
are not wealthy. and it would be a relief to know w
It all depends, signor, on the number of applications which your &istor
may require,”” replied the doctor. ‘“That is, always presumine that we
consider the radium treatment may be of benefil to her. Then, (oo, ;ll(';r(‘l'l“ .
deal will depend on the condition of health in which I find her. You wee,
.signor, it may he necessary to give her frequent applications of the radium
of only short duration each time, and then again I may decide that cno
long application will fit the ease. But, in any cvent, signor, you mnv‘ cornl
that it will not come to more than two hundred guincn:; for the tl'(‘i‘ll,lll“il;
and perhaps I shall be able to make it a little less.” o

“:_[l'. is a'mm-\'ellml:: thing, signor, the radium.” said the Black Wo!s
musingly. *“Myself, [ am so ignorant of such Lhings. I Lave understood
that it is applied in little tubes and somctimes discs, signor.  Is it possibic
that such a tiny thing has the power claimed for jL?* ° .

Di. Hilton Creswick laughed genially. Affer a somewhat trying day he
was not averse to dwelling for a little on the subject which bad become meat
and drink to him.

Ie was a masler of his subject, as far as it is possible for anyone to mastor
the mysteries of radium, and it always gratified him a Jittle to explain tho
marvels of his pet to those who expressed the ignorance and wonder ¢f the
layman.

He rose from his chaiv, and crossing to a stecl cabinet which stoad
against the wall, dvew a key from his pocket.

He opened a panel in the cabinet and tock out what looked at first sight
like a length of indiarubber. i

Carrying it carefully, he went back to his desk and sat down. Then he
hield up the article which he had taken from the cabinet.

“‘There, signor.”” he said, ““is the radium in the tube form. You sce. it
is scarcely cight inches long and less than half an inch in diameter. Yet,
in that little tube, signor, there is ten thousand pounds’ worth of radium.
Scareely believable. eh? But look!"

“Taking hold of the tube low down, he pressed his fingers against thy
rublber at the other end, and rolled it back.

It revealed a nickelled silver tube inside the rubber, on the end of which
had been screwed a little cap with two tiny holes in it.

Dr. Creswick now unserewed this cap and held the open end of the tube
under the light, so the Black Wolf could sc: into it.

“There is not much to be seen, signor,”” he said, smiling, “but if you
look closely, you can just discern what appcears to be a small tab of lead.
In that, signor, is the radium. We are compelied to keep it so because ol
the power of the rays which emanate constantly from the radium. You
can see nothing—ycu can feel nothing, signor, but yet the rays frem this
tube are at this moment coming through lead, silver, and rubber. Those
rays, siguor, will pierce several inches of steel. That is why we keep it so.
Sometimes we apply it in the form of a dise, aud then we enamel the disc
back, and cover it with silk. But ordinarily, T use such a tube as t]ns.‘

< And there is all that value in that little tube?” said the Black Wolif,
in a tone of awe. ‘I can scarcely believe it, mgnqr." .

The doctor laughed-.again as he screwad on the little cap. _

“ All the same, it is true, sig,{nor.f Ten ﬂlOllSﬂ;ld poq;;uls_!thIl; 1:(‘\"(:-6' rare

-ory valuable, signor. Therefore, we must use 1t wi are.
an‘t}-&l:&yif you treat n?y sister is that what she will have?” asked the Black
W‘.il'fllhis very tube, signor,” responded the doctor as he rose. ‘It is the

most powerful one I use.”

er. signor. but we
hat it wou!ld piean.”
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1le crossed over to the stecl cabinet as he spoke, and returning the tube
to its little hed of cotton wool, closed and locked the panel.

The Black Wolf rose.

““ Then. signor, we shall say the morning of the day after to-morrow?’*

** ] shall note it down,”” said the doctor.

With ihat the Black Wolf took his leave, and no sooner did he reach
Wimpole Street than he hailed a taxi.

*‘Phe International Club as quickly as possible,”” he said in perfect
Iaselish,

‘I'he driver started off. and ten minutes laler the Black Wolf was once
maore at the club making for his favourite seat in the smoke-room.

But this time she did not lounge and sip a drink as was her habit. Instead,
Jhe drew from her pocket a small notebook and pencil. Then, bending
forward, the Black Wolf began to muake a scries of sketches which pro-
¢'aimed the fact that she was more than an ordinarily clever draughtsman,

IMirst there was the drawing of a tube in full scale, then came the detailed
skoteh of a small cap to fit the tube, likewise in full seale. After that, a
crovs-section of cach, and, finally, the drawing of a hollow tube which cven
the veriest novice could have seen would cover the tube if drawn over it.

Not until she had rubbed out and correcied and shaded to her satisfac-
{ion did the Black Wolf desist, but when she did she had a detailed set of
drawings of the radium {ube, the cap and the indiarubber covering which
would have formed working drawings for almost any competent metal
turner. That done, the Black Wolf thrust the notebook and pencil back
into her pocket, and rising, made her way out of the smoke-room.

Ten minutes later she was being “whirled along to Hampstead in a taxi,
murmuring as she puffed at onc of her favourite Povovskys:

"“The first step is accomplished. But there is yet much to do, not the
least of which is the preparing of an ailing sister to be examined by the
aond doctor.”

Ther, with a soft smile playing over her lips, this remarkable adventuress
lolled gracefully in her seat until they passed Jack Straw’s Castle, on Hamp-
stead Heath,

CHAPTER IIL

A Delicate Operation—Ten Thousand Pounds’ Worth of Radium—
Off to London.

IR JONN THORNTON was a very sick man. TFor several years, in
fact, ever since his return from the Indian Service, he had suffered
from the same type of mysterious attacks which had put him on his °

hack this time.

Every noted specialist and a good many mediocre ones had at one time
or another endeavoured to diagnose the case, but cach and every onc of
them had Leen compelled to give it up as hopeless. .

There was so litlle to put one’s hand on. A peculiar brown discolouration
on the right shoulder was all that was visible of the disease, and the con-
dition of the pulse and {emperature of the patient were little to oo upon.

It is true that Sir Joln sufliered from intense pain when uﬁder the
influenee of the atlacks, but oddly enough, the puin was in the left shoulder
while the brown spot was on the right. ’

W wus, so one great specialist said, a reflex pain which was hard to
explain.  Be that as il may, it is a fact that the attacks had been growing
more frequent and ore serious as time proceeded. ®
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. It was now less than two months since the last attack. and on that aceasion
it -had been feared that Sir Johwm would succumb to it, so violent was it
But he had rallied, and as usual, the spot had disappeared while the i):lili
had steadily declined until it had vanished altogether.

Now he was down again, and this time worse than ever. As a desperale
resort, and with little real faith that it would do any good, the locul
doctor had suggested the use of radium. °

Lady Thornton had grasped at the straw held out, and a telegram had
becn sent to the “ Radium Wizard,” as Dr. Hilton Creswick was known.

_The specialist had wired back that he would come down for a consulla-
tion, and if he thought it advisable would administer radium to the patien:.

On receiving this Lady Thornton had at once telegraphed to her son Phil,
who was in town, telling him his father’s condilion, advising him what had
:een decided upon, and requesting him to Lring Dr. Creswick down iu his
car.

It was shortly after the receipt of this wire that Phillip Creswick walked
into the International Club to express his regret to a man who was to have
been bis host at a shoot in the Midlands.,

It was the next evening just before tea Lhat he drove his big Berlist
throngh the gates of Thorn Lodge, and sent it thundering up the driveway
to the house.

Beside him sat Dr. Hilton Creswick, who had certainly enjoyed the drive
down, and who had found in the young fellow an interesting companion.

Beneath the doctor’s fect was a black bag containing several instru-
ments, and in its own little case, a tube of radinum, containing ten thousand
pounds’ worth of that valuable clement.

Thorn Lodge was a- rambling old country place, which was a sarvival of
Tudor days. Part of it was distinctly early Tudor, while one of the wings—
the west—showed distinct traces of the later Tudor period. The front was
pure Elizabethan, and sitting as it did in a fine old park, it formed a noble
sight ag one came up the drive.

As they drew near the porch, Phil Thernton {urned to lhe doctor and
said jerkily:

“The dad’s in the west wing, Dr. Creswick. He has his own apartmenta
there. The mater will be waiting tea for us, I expect. You will have some
before you go up, won't you?"

“Will the local docter Le there at fea?" asked Dr. Creswick.

“I expect so,”’ replied Thornton. )

“ Then I shall have a cup of tea before we go up to the palient. Afler
tea your own doctor can outline the case to me. Then, after I have made
an cxamination of your father, we can held our consultation and decide
whether we shall try radinum or not.”

Phil Thornton nodded, and the next moment the car was brought to a
standstill before a fine old porch. Scarcely had they drawn up vwien the
door was opened and a small white-haired woman ran out.

She kissed' Phil Thornton, and turning from him, held out her hand o
the doctor. o

““1t was good of you Lo come at such an carly date. Dr. Creswick.” she
said.  “ You must be cold after your drive. Do come in at once and have
some tea. Dr. Morrison, our loeal doctor, is already here.”

Dr. Creswick shook hands with Lady Thoraton, for il was she, and
followed her inte the house. Phil remained oulside long enough to .s'p-.r:‘!k
a few words to his father's chauleur, who came up, then he followed the
olbhers. ) .

Tea had been laid in the great square lounge hall which was panelied in
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old oak, and which.had been hung with a medley of hunting and shooting

aphies,

! hl'.i;_,r game heads from India and Africa, shot by Sir John Thornton in
hi. younger days, spears and shields from savage African tribes, horns,
ekull=. and skins, all gave the place a barbaric air of fascination which
secmed Lo waft one at once to the far off tropics.

A huge fire was blazing in the big brick fireplace, and as the flames
licked their way upwards they revealed the blackened outlines of a
magnificent old fire-back. _

On the far side of the fire was an clderly man who rose as the others
cntered. Lady Thornton introduced bhim to the specialist as Dr. Morrison,
and when the two medicos had shaken hands, Morrison turned to I’hil
‘Thhornten and gripped his hand warmly,

Then they all sat down, and though the hearts of mother and son wero
heavy, and though Morrison, the local doctor, was also sad, for he was
friend as well as physician to Sir John, they tried to be as cheerful as
rossible.,

: But towards the end the counversation lagged. Lady Thornton stared
anore and more into the fire, and Dr. Morrison, with a meaning look at the
Loudon specialist, rose softly.

Dr. Creswick followed him, and they moved quietly down the hall, followed
by Phil,

"I will show you along to the study,” he said, ““then you can take
Dr. Creswick up yourself, can’t you, Dr. Morrison.”

“Right you are, my boy. We will let you know as soon as we have
finiched the consultation, and in the meantime you had better stay with
your mother.”

They entered the study, which led off the inner hall, and -when the door
had closed after them, I’hil Thornton went back to his mother. So did
mother and son sit staring into the fire waiting, waiting, waiting for the
verdiet which would be passed on the one who was so dear to them.

It was nearly an hour later when the door of the hall opened and Dr.
Morrison came in. Ie walked across to the pair and laid a hand on cach
of them.

T have explained the case as I understand it to Dr. Creswick,”” he said
quietly. “You have requested me to be perfectly frank with you and I
will be. Ife has made a thorough examination of Sir John and is as much
puzzled as I am over the trouble. But he is quite prepared to administer
the radium if you wish him to do so, Lady Thornton, thongh he can promise
nothing definite. One thing he does say, and that is that it cannot do him
any harm. It might do some good. What do you say?"’

Both Lady Thornton and Phil arose.

“ There is only one thing to say,”’” she replied, with a voice that shook
under the efflort to control it. * If Dr. Creswick will adminster the radium,
let. him do so by all means.”

“Then will you come up?”’ asked Morrison.

“Can I come, 1o0?” inquired Phil. ‘I haven’t seen the dad yet.””

*“Certainly, my boy, come along,” replied Morrison.

They turned, and Lady Thornton led the way through the hall to the
main staircase which led to the first floor, :

At the top she turned to the right and passed down a long corridor which
tock them 1o the west wing of the house, which Phil had pointed out to
Dr. Creswiclk on the way up the drive. Another short corridor brought
them to a door which stood ajar.

Lady Thornton pushed it open, revealing a large and comfortably fur-
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nished sitting-room, the walls of which were lined wi
more trophics of the chase.

Another door opposite them led them into Sir John's Ledroom. which
was dimly lit- by a shaded light. IIis face was just visible bheneath fhe
penumbra of the light, and as they eame in, Dr. Creswick was standing by
the bed talking to the patient. °

Now, to fulTy understand the mysterious events which followed, it is
necessary to give a brief deseription of the arrangement of the room aud its
relation to the rest of the building. '
_It has already been said that Sir John Thornton’s own Tooms were
siluated in the west wing of the house. It is known also that the sitting.-
rcom of the suite gave off the corrider which led to the wing. )

Then came the bed-room in which the patient was lying, and beyond that
a large bath-room, the bath of which was a modern Roman type, installed
by Sir John when he had returned from India for good. )

The bed-room was a very large apartment furnished in luxurious fashion.

The bed was a huge wooden affair, and the great wardrobe and dressing-
table were of the same material. )

There were two couches in the room, thick rugs in which the feet made
no sonund, half a dozen very fine paintings, and all the appurtenances which
would be chosen by a man of taste and the wealth to gratify it.

Looking out upon a large garden, which broke away in a triple terrace
lo- a wide stream, were two IPrench windows. They gave immediately on
to a balcony which protruded over the windows of the room below and which
was at present used as a Dbilliard-room.

This balcony had a wrought-iron guard rail which extended round both
ends, for this room alone did the balcony serve.

I'rom the balcony to the garden below was a matter of twenty feet or
so before the turf of the terrace. Beyond the stream which ran at a
distance of perhaps a hundred yards, the park proper extended, then came
rough woods and finally the boundaries of the estate.

At the moment when Dr. Hilton Creswick, Dr. Morrison, Mrs. Thornton.
and Phil Thornton entered the bed-room it was exactly six o’clock in the
evening.

Outside it was already dark, and a slight mist was hanging over %
stream. One of the French windows was partially open with the heavy
green biind half drawn down.

The other window was closed and the blind of it drawn down ihe full
distance. Both windows were provided with thick curtains, but they had
not yet been drawn, . .

The window of the bath-room was an ordinary casement window, and did
not open on to the balcony. Nor did the windows of the sitting-room.

The bed on which Sir John lay extended from one wall of the room out
into the room with a space of perhaps six feet Letween the side and the
windows. .

Against the wall between the twoe windows was a_small table on which
had been placed the different bottles of medicine which were being used.
Then, on the other side of the bed, was a small night table on which stood
a shaded clectric light and a few other articles for the sick man’s use.

Several easy chairs were placed about the room aud a tabourette or Lwo
completed the arrangement. . .

Such was the room when the great specialist entered if.

The disposition of the occupants was as follows, Sir John was. of conrse,
in the bed. Mrs. Thoruton and Phil were standing beside the hed on the
side farthest away from the window. Dr. Creswick _:m(l Dr. Morrison were
on the other side of the bed—the side nearest the window

th Looks topped by
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11 will be reczlled that Dr. Creswick had kept by him the small black
haer which contained the {ube of radium, and now while he stood beside
the hed he laid it on the floor close {o his feet. )

Ie placed & thermometer beneath the arm of the patient npd method_lcaﬂy
took the pulse. e mentioned the {emperature to Dr. Morrison, who jotted
down the figures, then taking up the black bag, the specialist opened it.

I'rom its bed of cotlon wool he took out the tube of radium—the same
tuhe which he had exhibited to the Black Wolf at Wimpole Street.

Laying {he black bag on the floor again he hauded the tube to Dr.
Moirison, who exaumnined it with prefessional interest.

Then le handed it acrcss to I’hil and his mother to cxamine—for il is
nat every day that one has the opportunity of seeing o much wealth in such
small compass—and they in turn passed it back to Dr. Creswick.

The specialist laid it on the table behind him—the table which stood
against the wall between the {wo windows until he had prepared the patient
for the application.

The preparations were of {he simplest order. First Sir John's shoulder
was bared and thoroughly sponged with a solution which Creswick had
hrought with him.

This conzumed some five or six minules of time---and mark this carefully
—though when he had finished the job and turned to replace the botile of
«olution on the table from which he had taken it he noticed somewhat to his
surprise {hat he had spilled a little of the liquid on the jacket of the
patient’s pyjamas and this he bad not remembered doing.

When the boltle of solution had been recorked he took up the tube of
vadium, which it will be remembered was covered with a jacket of india-
rubber.

While he laid this on the shoulder of {he sick man close against the
pafch, which was the only visible sign of the disease which Sir John had,
])r.} Morrison took up a reel of wide adhesive tape and cut off about cight
Hieney.

When the tube was in position, Dr. Creswick placed the adhesive tape over
it in order {o hold it in position, then he drew the pyjama jacket back
info place and fixed the coverlet beneath the &ick man’s chin,

Jt was a very simple process after all.

When this had been completed he picked up the black bag, and, turning
to Dr. Morrison, said:

" Now, Dr. Morrison, as I told you, I should advise the tube being kept
on anlil ten o’clock to-morrow morning. You might then remove it and
have it refurned to me at once, since I shall need {o use it al the hospital
to-morrow afternoon. T needn’t remind you of the value of the radium in
that tube and the necessity for guarding it closely while returning it to
London. By the way, what arrangements have you made for returning it?”

Dr. Morricon looked across at Lady Thornton and Phil.

“We have talked that over,” he said. ‘‘If it is uite impossible for
you {o stay the night and take it back to London yourself, we thought the
hest. plan would be for I'hil 1o take it up in the morning to you. I myself
will sit up with the patient to-night and will be here until the moment
when I take the tube off. Phil will, of course, motor you back to London
to-night if you must return.”

_ "I should like to stay,” replied Dr. Creswick, “ but I have a consultation
in London te-morrew morning atl eleven. and must be there for it. I think
if you—and he looked at Phil—bring the tube up in the morning it wil.
be all right.  And if, will be as well for you to remain here as you suggest,
Dr. Morrison. | am departing somewhat from the usual course when I
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leave {he tube of radiwm in this way, bul Sir John is certainly i
come to London for the trentment.") rainly too ill to

Here Lady Thornton spoke. She had been standing Leside the bed holdine
her husband’s hand. At first he had been somewhat restless and wanderine
in his mind, but he had dropped into a doze under the soolhine influence
of her touch. °

“ If—if the radium should do him good, Dr. Creswick, liow lone will i
be hefore we may expect {o see the results?'’ she faltered. N

Creswick crossed to where she stood and laid his hand on her arm.

“ Do not look for results beyond what I have said may be within the realin
of possibilily, Lady Thornton.” he said gently. “‘Radium is a wonderful
thing., and some of the cures T have made with it are little short of
marvellous.  Yet it is not the universal panacea some people think it iz, Ir
il does Sir John any good yon may look for the effects in from five to six
weeks.  That is all I ean say at presenl.”

“Thank you, Dr. Creswick,” she responded quietly. ‘I shall not make
the mistake of building teo much on it.  And now will you remain to dinner
before you return to townr™

Dr. Creswick shook his head.

“1f you will excuse me, and Thil .is ready, T should like to get bhack (o
London at once, Lady Thornton,” he said.

Phil stepped forward. .

“T will go down and order the car round at once, docter,” he remarked.

1le held his father's hand for a moment or tweo, then kissed hix moether,
promising to be back late in the evening, and, with a ncd to Dr. Merrison,
departed.

The two physicians gathered together their instruments and appliances,
and, accompanied by Lady Thornton, made for the door.

There Dr. Motrrison shock hands with his distinguished collcague. and.
making arrangements with Lady Thornton to have his dinner served in the
patient’s room, went back to the bed.

Lady Thornton accompanied Dr. Creswick to the lower hall, and when
the car had come round to the front door bade him good-bye.

Five minutes later the car was rolling down the driveway on it= way
to-London, and neither the two men in it nor those who had vemained al
the house dreamed for a single moment what a baflling mystery was rising
to becloud the atmosphere of that great house.

CHAPTER IIIL
Nelson Lee Hears a Strange Tale—The Work of a Master Mind.
FLSON LEE glanced with some slight surprise at the card which
Mzrs. Joues, the housekecper, had brought into the consulting-room.
“ Dr. Iilton Creswick " it said. o
Like all London, Nelson Lee knew the name of the great radium speciatist
though he had never wet him personally.

“ Dr. Hilton Creswick,”” he read, half aloud. ‘ Now I wonder what he
wants. Show him in please, Mrs, Jones.”

The housekeeper departed to do so, while Nipper, who lhad been at work at
a desk ix the corner, pushed some papers away from him, and rose.

The next moment the door opened again to admit two men—one whom
Nelson Lee knew at once to be t?ne specialist ; the other, a younger max, ho
did not know.
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Creswick eame forward and shook hands with Lee.

L am glad 1 have found you in, Mr. Lee,” he said. T {rust you will
he able to give me a litle of vour time. 1 quite realise the value of P
cpecialist's time, but I shall keep you not a moment longer than iy
abeolutely necessary.” .

1 am at yvour dispesal for half an hour,” replied TLee. . )

“Then will you permit me to introduce Mr. Phillip Thornton?’’ said
Creswick, indicating the young man who had come into {he room \vltl_l hinr.

laoe bowed to {he young man, and Nipper drew up a couple of chairs for
tiem. When they had seated themselves, Lee resumed his seat at the desk,
and Jeaning forward slightly, said: '

“ Well, Dr. Creswick, what has hrought you {o sec me?”’

The specialist eame {o the point al once.

“ When my patients come to consult me. Mr. Lee. T always ask them to be
as brief as possible. T shall endeavonr to practise what I myself preach.
o begin with, let me ~ay that Sir Johu Thornton. the father of Mr. Phillip
Thornton, is suffering from a serious illness. It is, as far as is known, an
ahseure trouble. picked up while he was in the Service in India. I was called
in for a consultation with the locdl doctor who was attending him, and
decided to try an application of radium. I went down to Dorcomb, in
Nwrrey, vesterday afternoon in order to administer the radium. My young
Triend here motoreidd me down. With me I took a {ube containing ten
thousand pounds worth of radium. We arrived there about tea-time, and after
tea I held a eonsultation with Dr. Morrison, the local doctor. We decided
{n try the radivm, and the application was completed a little after six.
By half-past six 1 got away again, and was mofored to London.

** Now, Mr. Jece, J come to the part of the alfair which caused me to
come o you. This tube, as I have already told you, contained ten thousand
pounds worth of radium. 1t is a liftle oul of the ordinary for me to leave
a tube of that value in the house of a patient, but Sir John was too ill to
como (o Loudon for {reatment, and of course I thought it would be all
right. ‘The arrangement was that Dr. Morrison was to sit up all night with
the patient and keep guard on the radium. This, 1 am assured, was done.
The {ube was to he taken off at ten o’clock this morning, and Mr. Phillip
Thornton was to motor up to town with it immediately afterwards.

“All this was adhered to, and a little aflter eleven o’clock this morning the
tube was handed to me. 1 took it and locked it up the steel cabinet in my
office where T always keep it, and I will confess that, although I did not
examine it closely then, T saw nothing suspicious about it.

“This afternoon I had occasion to nse the tube on a patient, and, with
my unsual care, examined it hefore making the application. It was then I
discavered, Mr. lee, that the {ube: was not the one which I had taken
down to Surrey with me. 1t was an exact copy, hut inside the {ube, instead
of there heing radium, there waz but a strip of lead. Tt was a worthless
tube, while {en thousand pounds worth of radinm has disappeared.

** The wholg thing ix surrounded by such a cloud of mystery that I felt the
ouly man to come to was yourself. As far as I can see there is not a single
person wham I ean suspeet.  That, siv, is {he story. If you wish to ask us
n:]); questions 1 shall be very pleased to answer them {o the best of my
ability.”

Nelson Tiee was silent for a little.  To say the least of il. this was a strange
tale which the great radium specialist had just wnfolded. ‘I'en thousand
pounds worth of radium had disappeared! That was serious enough; but to
complicate matters, it bad apparently heen abstracted by someone who
had managed the affair with more than ordinary cunning.

With only the bald facts before him, it was out of the (ueslion {o attempt
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lo form any thecvy. But with a carefnl cross-examination i
l¢ U} . H 4 ! SS=CX{ at: )f (‘ Swie
Thornton, he might light upen something which to his tmi(nc i

mean a lot, much as obscure physical occurre
Creswick.

5 and
d mind would
iice would mean much to

Placing the tips of his fingers together—a favourite atlitude with Lee
when he was concentrating—he hegan his cross-examination.
m“Lct us begin at the beginuing,” he said quictly. * Your father, Mr.
Thornton, is, I understand, suffering from an obscure discase, which it i3
supposed he contracted in India. How loug has he been il]?”’

DPhil Thornton shifted slightly.

“ Well, Mr. Lee, for a_good many years—off and on. In fact, he has had
this trouble cver since his return from India, although it has only been
intermittent.” ° -

“ What form does it take?” asked Lee.

“ e has been suffering from attacks of more or less severity at intervals
of several wecks. The form it takes is a high fever and some pain. Lately
the attacks have been steadily getting worse, and Dr. Morrison is very
anxious about him. If he does not get some bencefit from the radium, I am
afraid he will not survive this attack.”

“I see,” said Lee. ““ Now then, Dr. Creswick, perhaps you will reply o
a few of my questions. I understand that you wenl down to Dorcomb
vesterday afternoon.”

. “I did,"” replied the specialist. ‘“ As I said, Mr. Thornton motored meo
down.”’ '

““And with you, you took the tube of radium which it was your intention
to apply to the sick man?”

“ That is quite right, Mr. Lee.”

““ Are you quite positive, Dr. Creswick, that the tube was all right when
you went down?’’

““ Positive!”" responded the specalist promptly. ‘““It is my invariable
custom to examine the tube of radium before each application. This I do on
taking it from the steel cabinet where I keep it. I followed my usual
course yoesterday afternoon, and can affirm without Resitation that every-
thing was as it should be. I myscl# placed it 1n the black bag in which
I always carry it, and that bag was not out of my possession from the time
I left Wimpole Street until I reached Thorn Lodge.”

““And then?”

““ Then it was beside me all the time I was there.””

“ You personally applied it to the paticent?”

“I did.”

““\Who was in the room besides yourself?”’

“ Dr. Morrison, the local doctor, Lady Thornlen, Mr. Phillip Thornten,
and, of couvse, the patient himsclf.”

“You carried the black bag into the rcom with you:"

“ Yes, and laid it on the fBoor close to the bed.”

“ There was a nurse®”’

““No. Only those of whom I have told you were present.”

“ What happened then?” . _ )

“I prepared the patient for the application of radium. First, however, I
took the tube from the bag and laid it on the table behind me.”’

““ Iow long did it take to prepare the patient?"”

“Five or six minutes.”

“Then you made the application?””

““ Yes—with the assistance of Dr. Morrison.”
¢ What followed?”

““ We arranged that Mr. Phillip Thornton was to take me back to Loudon
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at once.  Dr. Morrison arranged to sit up with the patient, and was even to
have all his meals served in the room.”’

“ 1id he zccompany you {o the front door?”’

“No. We left him at the door of the bedroom. Phillip had already gone
down to ree about the car. Lady Thornion and I descended together.”

“ Did Dr. Morrison leave the room during the night?"’

“ No. Ax #oon as I discovered my loss this afternoon I immediately
ealled up Thorn Lodge ou the telephone. I spoke to Phillip, telling him
what had eccurred, and as Dr. Morrison was there he got him to speak to me.
Dr. Morrison assured me that from the moment I had left the bedroom last
night until this morning at ten o’clock he had not been out of the room. TIle
himsclf removed the tube of radium at ten o'clock, and gave it to Phillip to
bring on to London to me. DIhillip assures me that he did so without
delav. 1 can vouch for the fact that he arrived in Wimpole Street a little
after eleven. I received the tube from him, glanced at it, and put it away
in the steel cabinet where I always kecep it.  This afternoon when I was {o
use it again I discovered that it was a fake {ube, and not the genuine one.”

* And Dr. Morrison noticed nothing?™

“ Nothing whatsoever. T asked him if he had seen any change in the
dre~sing. and he is prepared to swear that the adlesive tape which he
removed this morning was the same which we put on last night. The
tube condd not have been taken from the patent’s body without removing
at least one side of the tape.™

Yather myaterious, I must say.”” mused Lee. “ Now, Dr. Creswick, a
few more questions, it you please. You say you kept this tube of radium
in a steel cabinet. What sort of a cabinet? Will you kindly give me a
riet deseription of it:"

“Certainly ! It is a heavy steel cabinet, five feet high and eighteen
inches wide. It runs about twelve inches in depth. I had it construeted
specially by a well-known firm of safe-makers, in order to protect my
more valuable instruments, and it locks by means of a modern combinaticn
Joek. ‘Therefore, T considered it a perfectly safe place for the radium.”

" Did you exanine Tt to sec if it had heen tampered with?”’

“ Naturally; but as I tell you, there is hardly any chance of the tube
having been faken from it. If you will remember, the tube was all right
when 1 took it out, and only this afternoon, when I took it out again, did I
dircover thal there was something wrong. Besides, T have in the cabinet
othier tubes of varving values, and they are all right.”

“Then you think that the tube was lost—when?®""

“ Belweenn the time when I took it {rom the steel cabhinet yesterday
afternoon and ten o'clock this morning. In other words, Mr. Lee, [ think
that the tube I placed back in the cabinet this morning was the fake
tube, for T am sure, as T am that T am here, the steel cabinet has not heen
tanpered with!”

“That, of conurse, must e proven,”” remarked Iee thoughtfully. ¢ Then,
from what you say, it would appear that we are to consider the tube as
having been replaced by a fake tube between six o’clock last evening and
fen this morning.  T'hat theory is somewhat complicated by the fact that for
a large portion of the {ime it was out of the cabinet it was under your
own care, and for the halance of the time it was under the direct care of
only two other persons—Dr. Morrison and Mr. Phillip Thornton.””

“That is sa, Mr. Lee, and it is for that very reason I have come to you.
Dr. Morrison is heyond suspicion, and T am sure you will agree with me
that we ean hardly suspeet PPhillip here.” :

At his words, Phil "Thornton, who had been listening quietly to what was
maid, looked up. ) -
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' '.“ I assure you, Mr, Lee, that I an willing {0 be questioned as closely
as possible. I am nearly off my head with the worry of it. I feel a great
responsibility in the matter, and I simply cannot imagine how it could have
happened !

Lookx_ng iu’to_ t!n\c cyes of the young man, Nelson Lee knew that, whoever
was guilty, I'hil Thornton was not. Yet, unconsciously, he might have Leen
the cause of the tube being lost—if he had relaxed his vigilance for even
a few moments, such a thing might have been brought off. It would cer-
tainly do to question him,

“Will you, please, give me in a few words the delaiis of vour tvip to
Lon-d(‘m?" he said quietly. ““‘L'cll me anything you can think of.”

“ There is little to tell you,”” said Phil Thornton promptly. T reccived
the tube of radium from Dr. Morrison himsell. I carried it straight to theo
car and put it on the floor at my feet. Then I drove through to London and
straight through to Winmipole Street. I handed the tube direct to Dr.
Creswick, and that is all.”

“ Did you drive up alone?”’

“Yes,”

““Did you slop at any place?’’

‘““Not once—I mean with the exception of the firaffic stops. T really
didn’t even speak to anyono from the time I lett Thorn Lodge until I got
to Wimpole Street.”’

Nelson Lee sank into deep thought. Tor five minutes the little silver
clock on tho desk ticked away the passage of time, then lie roused himself.

“ Can you give me a rough plan of the room where Sir John was when you
gave him the radium treatment?” he asked, turning to Dr. Creswick.

““L can, but T think Phillip could do so in a more intelligent manner,”
he replied. ™ You sece that was the first time I was at Thorn Lodge.”

Phillip Thornton drew up his chair at once, and taking the picee of paper
with which Nelson Lee provided him, began to make a rough plan of the
weslt wing of Thorn Lodge.

When he had finished, he had produced a very fair drawing of that
portion of the house, and Nelson Ico studied it critically.

In a few words Phil deacribed the meaning of each portion, and as he
proceeded, there gradually formed in Nelson Lee’s mind a picture of what
tho rooms must bo like.

He studicd the plan of the bedroom, and the adjoining bathroom very
carefully, asking numberless questions about the disposition of cach.

Ile remained for somo time bent in thought over the representation of the
balcony which Phil had drawn, and then asked further questions about the
grounds. ‘

When he had saturated his mind with details of the place, he pushed the
paper from him and lit a cigarette. _

“It is certainly a very puzzling afNair,” he said at last. © The tnbe
scems to have been under close and reliable guard, from the moment you
took it irom tho steel cabinel yesterday, until it was replaced there Uiis
morning,”” ho said. ‘“ Yet, even so, it scems to have been replaced by a fake
tube, and the genuine one has disappeared. Can you think of nothing
—absolutely nothing, Dr. Creswick, which struck you as out of the ordinary !

The great specialist knitted his brows. 1le appeqrod to e trying
desperately to recall: any small incident which was out of the ordinary, for
being what he was, he could understand how impertanl Lee might find
such a thiang. i

But {ry as he wonld, ho could recall nothing, and at tho end of somc
minutes said as much,
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“ Then what do you wish me to do?”’ asked Lee. )

1 want you to take up the casc, and endeavour to discover what has
happened,” replied Creswick prom ty. ‘1, l.nyself, would have asked you
1o do so, but Lady Thornton jusists on taking the responsibility of the
investigation, and I yielded to her request.”

It is a case which interests me cxceedingly,” responded Nelson Lee.
“ ] feel disposed to take it up, but before confining mysclf to any delinite
arrangements, I should like to visit Thorn Lodge, and spend somo time in
{he room whero Sir John is lying.” .

“That is exactly why we came {o see you,” said Phil Thoruton im-
puisively. ““I have the car outside, and can drive you down at once.”

“ Wiil you come also?’’ asked Lee, turning to Creswick.

The specialist nodded. )

. I really ought not take the time, but I am greatly worried over {lhis
affair, My, Lee; and, alter all, it amounts to a rl'm'ge figure. If vou can
arrange to go down this evening, I shall also go.”

Nelson Lee rose at once. '

*“ Nipper,” he said, * get our coals and hals. We shall go down at
once.”’

Nipper, who had been making shorthand notes of the casc as the couversa-
tion proceeded, thrust his notebook into his pocket, and rose with alacrity.

Hurrying thirough to the dressing-roomn, which adjoined the consulting-
room, he got a coat for Lee and one for himself, and then, sunatching up
a couple of hats, went back to the consulting-room.

The others were standing by the door waiting for him, and when they

had donned their coats, Phil Thornton opened thogdoor.

The last thing Nelson Lee did was to thrust into his pocket the rough
plan of the west wing, which Phil 'Lhornton had drawn, then ho followed the

others, and took his place in the big Derlict.

CHAPTER 1V,
An Attack in the Dark—The Mystery Deepens—Where is Nipper ?

HERE was little said on the journey down to Dorcomb. Nipper was in
front with Phil Thoruton, who was driving, while Nelson Leo and
Dr. Creswick occupied the back of the car.

Phil drove slowly until he got ont of the crush of the London traffic, but
when Wimbledon had been left behind, he let the car out, and they thundered
along at a great pace.

Lee himself was occupied with thoughts on the case which he had just
taken up, and Dr. Creswick seemed little disposed for conversation.

They _hud covered nearly the full distance to the little village of Dorcomb,
tid Phil had just turned round in his place to say that another five minutes
would bring them within sight of the Lodge, when the car swerved and
almost precipitated them into the gutter, as another car flashed past them,

*“That was a close shave,” muttered Lee, as he settled back into his
place.  ‘“ Another couple of inches, and we would all have Deen in the
gutlter with tho car on top of us.”

“ It was unpleasantly close,” responded Creswick. “I can’t imagine
what Phil was about.”

At that saine moment Phil again turned in his seat.

" Sorry to have given you such a shock,”” he said, ‘“ but it really wasn‘t
my fault. Tt was the fault of the other driver. If he didn’t deliberately
force me into the guiter, I'll eat my hat,” ‘ .
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“Thal’s right,” put in Nipper, also turning round.
richt out of the road. If Mr. Thornton hadn't taken a
would have had us over.” ‘

.”\\'oll. T’, hope it ,\‘\'on'l; happen again,’” said Lee. “I don't faner thase
kind of close shaves.

Driving al a slower pace, Phil now brought the car well over to {he side
of the road, for they were npproaching a thick wood.

Although it was almost dark, he did not pause to light up. for another
five minutes would see them at the Lodge, and it was scarcely worth while.

They drove into the glonmy aisle hetween the woods, and with the hooter
going constantly, covered what Lee judged to be half a mile or so.

Then, as far ahead, they caught a glimpse of the last of the dying light
in the west, there was an ominous bump, bump, beneath them, and Phil
brought the car to a stop with a jerk,

““ Tyre gone,”” he said, in a tone of irvitation. ““ Just a minulo wntil T :ec
what has happened.

IHe leaped oul, and bending down, made a brief examination of the wheels.

‘ Here's a pretty mess,”” he said, looking up. * Not one tyre but all four
gone. Look here, br. Lee. Did you ever see anything like that® Every
tyre simply perforated with tacks.” |

Lee and Nipper jumped out, followed by Creswick. Bending over .ont
wheel after another, Nelson Lee saw that what Phil had said was true. -

- Kvery tyre had gone, and sticking in the rubber were ceveral large tacks.
Over a dozen he counted in one tyre alone, then fie looked up.

“ I'bis is mo accident,” he said curtly. *‘ It has been done deliberately.
Look here, every tyrc has picked them up, and only a tremendous number
scattered about the road would cause such a result. )

“ By thunder, you are right,”” cried Phil, as hie bent again over tho tyros.

““It is a put up job. Now, who can have done such a thing as this. It
is a deliberate act of hooliganism. Fvery car which goes along here to-
night will bo punctured.”

Nelson Lee was standing gazing back along the road they had just come.

“In that case, the car we passed as we entered the wood should also be
punctured,” he muttered to himself. ““I wonder if it is. If so, then it
should be only a mile or so away.”

Suddenly he turned to the others.

“ Iow fav is it from here to the house, Mr. Thornten®" he asked abruptly.

““ Oh, less than a mile,”” replied Phil. **T am afraid we shall have to walk
it, too,” hc said ruefully. ‘I have a couple of spare wheels, but that
won’t do for four. I shall bave to send a man with a pair of horses to pull
tho car to the house.”

Lec nodded, and turned to Nipper.

« My lad,” he said, “I think you had Letter go back along tho road, amd
search for the spot where the tacks were spilled.  Kick them inte tho g‘llllt(“.‘.
otherwise every car which comes past hero to-night will bo'pun(-.t.ured. ’

““ Right you are, guv'nor,”’ replied Nipper promptly. ““ I'll do it at a dog
trot, and come oun to the house after you."

“ Very well, my lad.” .

Nipper started off at a trot, and in a few moments a turn in the road
hid him from tho view of tho otheus. _ '

Putting their shoulders against the car, ILee, the doctor, :'.‘nd Pl‘l.ll pushed
it into the side of the road, and then Phil proceeded to aflix a light as u
warning to traffic. . . R

While he was so occupied, Dr. Creswick leant against the car smoking.

“They foreed us
big chance, they
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while Nelron Lee paced up and down the resd pondering on what had just
I"|,l).'.:|:ll£ﬁi\-, while they were so occupied, Nelson Lee felt something whizz
ose I)ilﬁ[,-hiﬁ face, and ut the saime moment thero was a sharp plunk into
the body of the car as something struck it.

Searcely had liee turned, with an exclamation of surprise, when the
;‘igv‘-;rcuo'ho was smoking was sent flying {from his mouth, and there followed
« wharp ery of pein irom Dr. Creswick. _

He started iorward, and though the dusk was beavy, Lee counld sec a
darl stream pouring from his hand.

“ What has happened?”’ he asked quickly.

"1 have heen struck,” exclaimed the doctor, ‘“struck in the hand by a
hullél. Look here where it is buried in the car, Lee.”

Nelson Lee hwrried towards the car, and bent over the spot itnidicaled by
the doctor. T'rue enough there was a hole in tho side of the ear, and he
could just sco the blunt end of a hullet whicih was almost buried in the
wound.

A oot or so from it was another mark, and examining that he saw that
it had been caused in a similar manuner.

Where had they come from? Was it an accident They had heard no
sunnd of explovion.

Liven as e was debating the point, another bullet flew between them, and
siruck the vide of the car, ricochetliing off and striking the ground closo to
I'hil’a feet. '

Jike a flash Nelson Lee turned, drawing his own automatic as he did so.

I is a deliberate attack,” he cried. *“ Take cover.”

They dodged hehind the car, and levelling his automatic, Nelson Leo got
a otraight line from the car past where he had been standing when tho
cigarette had been knocked from his mouth, and so on into tho woed.

Following this line, he pulled the trigger of tho automatic. and as tho
run spal viciously, sending a hail of bullets inlo the wood, they felt the
impact of hullet alter bullet against the car. .

“ Using a Maxim silencer,” said Lee, as he fired. ““ A deliberato attack
on we, as 1 osaid.  Down behind the car until T put in a fresh clip, then I
an' going {o rush them. Betller get a spanner or something and follow
nie,

He hurriedly slipped in a fresh clip, then holding his weapon ready for
instant uee, d:nsllc({ round the end of the car. '

Phil Thornton had caught up two heavy wrenches from beneath tho
front weat of the car, and handing one to Creswick, dashed alter Lee.

Nelson Lee kepl straight on {owards the wood, firing as he went, then,
leaping the gutter, he climlbed o fence and broke into tho cover of the
{rees.  As he did so he paused for & moment, and hecamo awaro of a crash-
mg sonnd just ahead of him.

Rushing forward lie sent o shot in the direction of the sound, and the
next inctant a hail of bulléts struck the trees and ground about him, though
there was no sound of the explosion.  Then another crashing lollowed, and
he dashed in the direction, followed by his companions,

He atruck a path a few moments later, and, following it scime little
distanee, cuddenly camo upon a small open space.

Pansing here for a moment he tnrned and looked Lack. From whero ho
vlood he saw that there was an opening throngh tho trees which looked
rtraight through to the road, and he could distinetly sce the light of the
car. The erashing of branches sounded away {o his right now, and l.ce
started in that direction. . ,

Lt became more diflicult each moment to make headway, for the under-
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growth grew thicker and thicker. Lee knew {here musat boe a palll i
could only find it, but as cach moment went past, and the s T
Leen following died away entirely, he drew up and waited flo. sound he i
ta“ccﬂn(_z up with him. ’ Atted for the other two
1s no use continuing sn iu this wav,”” he said curtly.  “They hay

. e ) . . : y. y have
gc?l_t](l)(lzl rt;oﬂg-'l'mth and are following it. We may as well work our way hack

“But who could have made this alt: st oxclain ' .
floundered along after Lee. ““It “}:ti.lcflfs 0;-'01‘:233-0}}0&;)"!10(1] C],!‘]om}'u-.k. a3 he
n"hy {l'id they pick us oub in Lhat fashien? Scoft! JIt.‘“.'us (;‘::c*)gll-dllnfcl‘:hll';:%f
u]l)p'rn;r"]ll;::](:lt.'('lmp onc of us, and, even as it is, they have managed to smash

Lee grunted something in reply, for he was thinkiu As ¢ :
open space again ke took the ]lighl's of the car as a .%\:‘uc‘;{l.h:n‘(zl‘nl'wlliu%g Hvo
1:0;1(1 i a direet line.  Once there, he drew up, and looked up and down the
road.  An idea had suddenly come to him.  Ie remembered those tacks
which had brought them to a stop.

Ile went back in his mind a little. and recalled the vicious driving which
had almost caused them to be precipitated iuto the gutter. Was {here any
conunection between that and the punctures? And. if o, was there any
conncetion between those two occurrcuces and the attack which had been
made upon them?

Hnd_ someoue deliberately brought them Lo a stop in the darkness of the
wood in order to make the attack upon them? And were the tacks {he
method used?

He turned suddenly.
~ “ Look here,”” he jerked, ““ I am going back along the road. There is more
in this than mcets the eye. Will you come or wait here®”

“We will come, of course,” replied the other two in the same brealh,
and. breaking into a sharp double, Lee started back the way they had come.

** We shall probably mecet Nipper coming back,” he thoneht, as they
went along. ““If so, he may have something to tell us.”’ ) ‘

It did not take them long to cover the half-mile to the olher end of the
wood, and once they were out of the gloom they found that a little daylight
still lingered. It wasn't enough f{o light up the road sufficiently for an
cexamination of the ground, butl it was enough to allow them to sce any
approaching traflic.

“It was a liltle over a quarter of a mile from here that we passed the
other car,” said Lee, as he drew up. ““Lel us begin here and make o
senrch for the tncks’

*“But where is Nipper?”’ asked Phil Thorntlon. in a tone of surprise.

Lee pointed along the road.

“He has [n-obany gone on further to begin, and will be working back
We shall start here and work in that direction to meet him. In thal wagy
we will have covered the ground more quickly.” _

Drawing outl his pocket-torch as he spoke, Nelson Lee pressed Lhe switeh
and cast the bright circle of light on the road. Therc was no sign theve
of the tacks which they knew must have been scattered about, so walking
very slowly they began to make their way along, keeping a sharp lookout for
the little black inips which had caused the mischief.

I'oot by foot they paced along until they had covered a good lhundred
vards. Then Creswick, who was on the right and close to the gutler. gav:
a sharp exclamation and bent close to the oround.

“Yere is what we are after,” lie cried, as he picked up someth
beld it up. < Here is o tack exactly the.same as those in the tyres.—

- ¢ And here is another, and another, and another,” said Tieg, as he picked

thing and
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un soveral.  “ This is the spot where we picked them up. and, as we thought,
1l]wre have heen a large quantity seatiered nbout. But it 1s odd that Nipper
did not conte upon them. And that reminds me that we ought-to have come

wpon him befere now.”
“Hallo! What is this?" _ )
semething and examined it. ‘““My word, Mr. I,J‘cc, here is a pocket-torc
«imilar to yours. I wonder who has dropped 1t. ’ o
Nelson Loe strode across to where Thornton stood, and stretched out his
hand for the torch which Phil had just found. No sooner had he glanced at
it than he utltered an exclamation of amazement. .
“Why, this is Nipper’s torch.” he said. * Look here. you can sce his
initinls which le scratched on it some time agoe. Now, what does this

cried Phil Thornton suddenly. as he picked u})
1

mean?’

Quickly he bent over the spot where Thil had found the torch. At first
glance the ground revealed nothing to throw light on the mystery, but
wlhen he had Jooked more carefully he saw a confused array of footprints
in the soft ground.

He studied (hem closely until ie eame upon onc which caused him to frown,

*“Nipper has beea here,”” he said, in curiously cold tones. “ Nipper has
been here, and others have been here as well. There has been a strugglo
ef some sort. Look here. Do you see this confusion of footprints? The lad
has been attacked, and, unless I am greatly mistaken, it has been by those
who fired upon us as we slood by the car. It is all part and parcel of the
sine attempt, gentlemen.’”’

Lee was now working round and round in a circle, following the footprints
a- they went hither and thither. Finally, he paused and bent still closer.
_70dd,” ‘he muttered. *“They should still be visible, for the ground
i #oft. and the others are quite distinct.”

Suddenly he leaped to his fect. :

" Gentlemen,” e said, ‘“the lad was attacked just there where {he torch
was found. He put mp a fight, as is proven Ly these footprints, but just
here he was overpowered and picked up. His footprints are no longer to
be distinguished here. Ile has been carried along the road, for the foot-
prints_go straight along by the side of the road. I imagine it is the same
party which attacked us. They must have run {hrough the woods to here
and have come wpon the lad “searching about the road. Come with me.
g(‘ll\lil llcmunl; wetwill ]soe if we can overtake them.” ‘ J

¢lson Lee started along the road, runni { )
hi'ﬁ] came I'hil Thornten z?nd (]!):'o'lcc‘]ro;:\nl]cli\mg 2s hard as he could, and after

oind a turn in the road they sped ']- ; raieht ¢
lun;;hﬁd yards or 1(1101'0, and aftes- thlat ;'otu:f(;] a:}gﬂﬁq?gﬁ?l:ﬁgﬁ;ﬁﬂfﬂrelth of ®

As they came inlo view of a straieht strote oad noain thov s
saw in the distance the red light r)lcl,httil:hl‘gztl}lo?f q1ol.ult:_1g¢.1'u (tlh'0 { hlllldd?nly
mstant there sounded the sudden n'riud-inn-‘of e.’l-r;nc.) ~U?hdu '1d't1t oo
speed.  There followed 1he sudde l:l k 7 g‘ e velicle got up
_ : _  sudden plunk, plunk, of bullets on the road all
about them, then the red licht of il y

g 1c motor ahcad swept from view, leaving

them standing ' : i i
U hnd poning powerless to do anght but stare in futile rage along the road

—_— ———

. ' CHAPTER V.
tlson Lee is Angry—A Theory—The Examination—What the
Tube Revealed.

ELSON LERE ¢ st his revolver ; :
N t‘ompnnious.”"mt his revolver back mto his pocket and turned to his

N . L . .
that our nn(l)r(]l](l\lz!;l:qf‘;’:- thgt’t he «aid grimly. T think we may safely sa
"Tous Iriends in the car were responsible for the tacks ywhic
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were seattered about the road. They also were the v
on us from the woods, and. unless I am greatly mist
very mement got my assistant, Nipper, in their pow
“But why? What is the objeet of it all?”’ asked Phil Thornton
**When T have falhomed the mystery of the tube of radium .I' ay |
able to answer 'l-h:l!‘, question,”” replied Lee grimly. “In the mcl-mt}' ):e
let us lose no time in getting on to the -house. My cvery iuc]iln't‘tic‘n '13"{‘
follow that car, but without one of our own we are helpless in Iz]'lllfb an
Iour they will have taken sufficient turnings - Cirail

. ! to cutirely break t) i
The only thing to do is to try at the house to pick upyu clue whliihtr\::';ii

seTve as a worﬁiug hypothesis. And as T am worried about the lad oentle-
men, let us lose no time, please.” * e

He began to walk gquickly as he finished speaking

strode along beside him. They went back through the wood, and, comine
upon the disibled car, paused for a moment beside it. Then they started

on once more, and finally, coming out of the wood, reached the main wates
which opened to the driveway of the Lodge. e

Phil led the way through the pedestrians’ gate, and, reaching the front
door, he rang impatiently. A manservant opened to him, and glanced in
some surprise at btheir dishevelled appearance. ° '

Phil, however, brushed his way past, saving curtly:

“Where is Lady Thornton?'’

“ She is with the master, sir,”’ replied the man,

Phil nodded.

“ Will you come up therc now, Mr. Lee?" he asked.

*“I should like to do so,” replied Lee.

They went through the lounge hall to the rear hall, and then up the main
staircase to the floor above. Phil led the way through to the west wing,
and, on reaching the sitting-room of Sir John's suite, Nelson Lee had no
difliculty in recognising it from the rough plan which bad already been
made for his benefit.

He and Dr. Creswick waited until Phil had gone into the bedroom to warn
his mother of their coming. He came out a few moments later and beckoned
to them, and, following him, they passed into the bedroom.

Sir John was tossing feverishly on his bed, while Lady Thornton stood
close beside him holding oune of his hands. On the far side of the bed sat
Dr. Morrison, with one hand on the patient’s pulse. _

Ilc glanced up as they entered, and, releasing Sir John's hand, rozc.
Phi! introduced Lee to his mother and Dr. Morrison, then stood back for
Lec Lo do the talking.

He addressed himself to Lady Thornten.

“I am sorry to worry you under such conditions, Lady Thoruten.” he
said: ““ but you, of course, will understand my reasons for doing so.

““You mean the tube of radium,’” she said, in a low tone. I quite under-
stand, Mr. Lee. Do you wish to question me?”

Lee shook his head. . .

‘“ Not at present, Lady Thornton,” he said. ““But T wish to try a small
experiment, and should be glad of your assistance.” TR
““ Anything which will help to discover what has become of the radium.

she murmured. :
Lee now turned to Dr. Creswick. . .
““Dr. Creswick,” he said, “I wish to reproduce, as far as po_ssmlg, tgm
exact conditions existing when you made the application .of radium to J'll
Jolm, If I remember rightly, the same persons are low 1 the room, e
it should not be difficult. Can you do that, do you think?"

icious devils whe fireq
:l!t'e.n, they have at this

» and his two companions
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Creswick grasped at once what Lee required, and with a nod he turned to
Lady Thornton,

" Will you kindly take up the same position you occupied last evening?"
he «aid.

Lady Thornten moved back to her husband’s side, and Thil stcod close to
Ler. Dr. Morrison moved up closer to the bed, and Dr. Creswick hovéred
Letween the bed and the windows,

“We were distributed thus,”” he said to Lee. ‘“Now, shall I go through
the whoele procedure?”

* Please do so.” responded Lee. ‘“ As you go along, please do your very
best to reproduce your actions in every detail. In that way we fnay come
upon something  which you have forgotien. 1t is, as you know, my
endeavour o Jocate something which might have been a little out of the
ordinary.”’

He leaned against the mantel as he spoke, and rested his eyes on the group
Lefore him. They one and all now understood what he wanted, and secemed
abent {o make an endeavour to act the part.

First., Dr. Creswick bared the shoulder of the patient and sponged the
affeeted part with a harmless liguid which did very well as a subsiitute
for the solution he had used before. e consinied some minutes in this,
then set the bottle on the table and took up a small bottle which was to do
duty for the tube of radium. :

In the meantime, Dr. Morrison prepared the strip of adhesive tape, and
the bottle was applied. Then the pyjama jacket of the sick man was
drawn up again, and the coverlet pulled up beneath his chin. That done,
Ny Creswick went through the dumb show of putting some instruments into
a bag, and moved towards the door.

T'ne whole thing toole less than twelve minutes, and when he had reached
the end of the bed be paused.

: v .-‘\..-;] far as T ean remember that is exactly what happened last cvening,”
e said, '

Lee drew away from the mantelpiece.

" And was there nothing recalled to your mind while you went {hrough
i7" he asked. '

Creswick shook his head. .

"L ean remember nothing whatsoever unless I except one small incident
whieh, of course, can have no hearing on the matter.”

“What was that?”” asked Lee quickly.

“1owas a little thing that happened while I was sponging Sir John's
shoulder. Tast night 1 had just finished doing so when, as I turned to
replice the botfle on the table, I noticed that %hud spilled a little of the
soIntion on his jacket. 1t was merely a little carclessness on my part.”

Lice now turned to Dr. Morrison.

“* And P'ou, sir,”” he said, *“ did not notice nothing?”

The old physician shook his head.

1 saw n_othing at all;” he replied. ““Dr. Creswick carrvied out the part
exactly as it was done last evening. I did remember the spilling of the
solution on Kir John’s jacket.

" And youn, Lady Thornton?” asked Lee.

Lady ‘Thornton left her place hy the side of the bed, and eame across to
where Lee stood.

"1 noticed one thing,” she said. . *“ Last cevening Dr. Creswick took much
move tine i sponging my husband's shoulder than he did to-night.”

.§}|-‘\s\v|c:k teoked.at her in surprise. L

But, madan,” he expostulated, ““ that is impossible. I gave the same
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washing to the shoulder in every way.
minute or so, but no more.”

! 4 » . ~

“Oh, it was much more than that,” che rejoined.  ““ To-night the whole

process took only twelve minutes. Last night the washing of the
. £ . 1e shoulde
alone consumed that time.” i © houlder

:‘[:Izlnpgisi:iblot!” eiclnin(lled tllm two doctors in one breath.
a Chornton turned and pointed (o a lit ilver 'k which tick
on they night table, | to a little silver clock which ticked

“I happened to glance at that last night just a oW :
jacket of my husbngld's pyjamas,” she said. A ILF \:\'-Z;,-yfilaé]ﬁﬁ“sigo}ﬂ,(,l(.'{f
When you had finished sponging it I chanced (o look at the clock again, aud
noticed that it was twelve minutes past six. I am certain of this.”

‘““And I can endorse what mother says,”” put in Phil Thornton quickly
“T didn’t look to-night, but I do know that she is richt about the ltimv )it
took last evening.” ° '

Creswick scratched his ehin in a puzzled manner.

“U can’t understand that,”” he said at last. “I can understand a difter.
f]l:l(;(;“ot: half a minute or so, but six minutes, no; I canuot credit such a

g.

Lee had said nothing all this time, Lut had glanced from one to the olher.
That cach was thoroughly convinced of the correctness of the assertion
made was evident to him, and it was slightly bewildering to hear such a
categorical statement of the difference in time made by the two doctors
on one side, and Phil and his mother on the other.

Suddenly they were all startled by a weak voice issuing from the bed.

“What is the matter, Julia?” came the tones of Sir John. ** What
you all doing?”’

Lady Thornton and Dr. Morrison made for the bed at once.

It is all right, dear,” Lee heard Lady Thornton say in a soothing tone,
“Dr. Creswick of London is here to see you." '

‘" But he was here last night protested the sick man feebly. Are vou all
going to stand like a lot of frozen mummies again?"

Nelson Lee shot a quick glance in the direction of the sick mau, then he
took Creswick by the arm. _

“Is he quite rational?”’ he asked in a whispor,

Creswick nodded his head.

““I think so,” he replied.

“ But how about last evening?’’ went on Lee. “ Was he rational then?"”

““I don’t know., To tell you the truth I didn't think he was, but it is
evident that he was fully aware of what was going on.':

Lee caught Lady Thornton’s cye and beckoned to lher. She came across
to him at once. i

‘““Lady Thornton,” he said, ‘ will you please ask your husband what he
meant by saying that he hoped you would not all stand like frozen mummiss
to-night. Please draw him out as much as possible on that point. Tle
must have been clear in his mind last evening, and may be able to seftle
the dispute about the time it took to make the application of the solution.

She nodded and went back to the bed. YLee heard her talking in low
gentle tones to Sir John. Then came the answers of the sick man.
 She remained there for a few minutes then returned to Lee. ,

I asked him what you wished me to,”’ she said. “ He remembered every-
thing that happened last night. He said that while Dr. Creswick was
washing his shoulder with the solution, he suddenly stopped aund seemed to
be listening. He noticed that all of us were in the same attitude and that
wo porsisted in it for five minutes or so. Then Dr. Creswick moved. spilling
the solution on his jacket as he did so. He was too weak to speak. hut e

Tt might have varied by a half-

are
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seems quite cdear on the peint. If that is so, then it might explain the
length of time. But surely. Mr. Ice, my husband must be imagining this.
We could hardly stand there for tive minutes in such an attitude without
heing aware we were doing so, and I am sure Dr. Creswick worked rapidly
all the time.” : .

Nelson Lee made vo reply. lle was standing in deep thought, gazing. at
{he bed.  Suddenly he moved across to the window. -

)'ram where he was he saw that if the two doctors were standing where
they had <lood while making the apphication of radium it would completely
shul ol the patient’s view of the window, which, he had been assured, had
heen open the night before.

Jt was in the same condition now, and sgueezing through the half-opened
portion, Nelson Lee stepped out en {o the iron-railed balcony.

standing there he gazed out across the terraces to the silver stream which”
flowed a short distance away.

A creseent moon was riding low, lighting up the seene with a pale light
which cost ghostly shadows where the trees spread their slender branches.

Blazing «Lars overhead added a touch of weird beauty to the scene, and
through the distant park came the soft breath of the wood.

It was a very beautiful place, and Nelson Lee was not so enwrapped in his
thoughts that he could not appreciate its loveliness.

Yel he was ohserving, too, and when he finally turned back into the
room il was Lo axk an abrupt question.

“I'hat stream,”” he said, turning to Phil Thornton; ““ how fur is it along
the bank to the bennds of the estate?’”

“Going with the current it is about a mile before it crosces the main
raad,”” replied P’hil promptly.  ““Do you remember. a small bridge, Mr.
Lee, which we erossed as we passed through the wood?”

J.ee nodded.

*“That was the stream,” went on Phil. ““If you go against the current
you will come to the main road abont half a mile up. It crosses just where
our estate ends.”

Lee nodded bis thanks, and glaiced in the direction of Dr. Creswick.

“Il you arc ready, Dr. Creswick, I.think we should be getting back to
Loudon,” he said. '

“[lave you finished down here?” asked the specialist in surprise. ,

I have seen all there is to be seen here,” responded Lee non-committally,

*“Have you seen anything at all which provides a clue?”’ pursued the
doctor,

Lee shrugged.

“* L am not prepared to pass an opinien yet,”” he said.

A look of disappointment rested on the other's face, but be said nothing
more, and a few moments later Lee took leave of Lady Thornton and Du.
Morrison,

At the fronl porch another car was waiting for them, for Phil had given
orders that his father’s car be got out of the garage, and climbing in, they
were soon on their way to London.

Ve and Creswick sat in the back seat with Phil wdone in front.

On reaching {he wood they paused long enough 1o sce that the other
car was all right and to give a word to the Thornton chaulleur, who was
busy fitling on four new tyres. : '

‘Then they drove on again, nor did they slop until they came to the spot
where they had found the scattered tacks. .

I'hil drvove very cavefully here, for he was not anxious to pick up another
incaire, and ence over Lhe spot they stopped to make a thorough cxamina-
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tion of each tyre. Then they started om again, and driving at a bard pace
made Londou carly in the evening.

On coming to Hyde Park Corner, Dr. Creswick turned to Lee with a lonk
of inquiry in his cyes. For some time Nelson L
his seat with closed eyes, but now he opened them and sat .

“I will go to Wimpole Street with you,” he said quietly. ‘

_Crcsx_vick communicated .t-his information to Phil, and the car sped down
Piccadilly on its way to Wimpole Street.

When it drew up in front of the deetor’s house, Phil jumped onl, offcringy
to wait until Lee should finish with {he doctor and Lo drive him where lo
wished to go, but Nelson Lec vetoed this plan.

“If you care to drive on to the Intevnational Club and wait there, T will
communicate with you in case you can be of assistance,” he said. T vha}l,
however, telephone for my own car to be sent round. There mav be word
of Nipper at Gray’s Inn Read, but in case there shouldn’t be, then T mnust
make an attempf to find him. The altack which was made on us as we
passed through the wood proves the caiibre of those with whom w
to deal. The Ind will receive litlle mercy from them.”

Phil_Thornton looked disappointed, but obeyed instructions and drove
off as Lee and Creswick entered the house.

The doctor led the way divect to his consulting-room, and closing th
door after him, turned to Lee.

‘““What did you wish to ask me, Mr. Lee?” he inquired.

Lee shrugged.

‘“Nothing in particular,”” he replied. ‘T should like, though, to examinc
{he steel cabinet where you kept the tube of radium, and then to have a
look at the fake tube.” :

“This is the cabinet heve,”” said Creswick as he walked across to the tall
steel affair where he had kept the radivum. ‘“ You can see the combination
here. 1 will open the cabinet for you and show you the interior.”

Lece waited until he had done so, then, bending down, he closely scrutinised
both the combination and the interior.

When he bad finished e requested to be shown the fake tube. and opening
a small drawer in the cabinet, the specialist took out the tube, which, to his
sorrow, he had found contained not]tiug but a strip of worthless lead.

Nelsou Lee bent to his examination with no small degree of interest. The
tube itself was uninteresting enough, but be rcalised that it had been o
sufficiently well made duplicate to fool even the specialist himself, and that
alone was enough to convince Lee that the theft was the work of a master
mind.

" Taking the tube across to the light, he rolled back the indiarubber jacket
an inch or so and examined the tube proper. o

Then he unscrewed the cap, nodding from time to time as the speciaiist
1ade explanatory remarks. ' )

g ‘\Vhenlhe had icrewed on the eap again Lee rolled the rubber back into
place, and then, taking out his pocket-glass, began to give a close scrutiny
{o the rubber itsclf. )

Turning it round and round beneath the glass, he suddenly paused in
his movements, and bending still closer, concentrated his attention on two
small marks showed on the rubber. :

They were_about two inches apart and of exactly the same natl:?rc. Only
something hard and fairly slml:'p could have left them there, aud Nelson I,.c-e

sred what it might have been. o
‘V()'B:};;fl(llg the tube round again he came nupon two more marks 5111:1!;11‘ to t:Ic:
first pair. and a further cxamination showed him that they were on the
opposite side of the tube from the others,

ee had been lying back in

e have
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They also were a couple of inches apart, and had apparently been made
in the same way. ]

Holding the {ube up, Lee allowed it to rest upon the first and second
fingers oF his right hand.

Held thug, with the fingers covering the marks, he could imagine some-
thing of metal Fripping the tube between its jaws, for the marks were like
nothing more than the imprint of stecl jaws. )

He puzzled over it for a little, then handed the tube back to the specialist.

“Thank wou,” he said briefly. “*I shall not trouble you any further.
1 think now I shall get back to my own rooms. I wish to give some thought
to this case, Dr. Creswick.”

At that moment a bell attached to the doctor’s desk rang, and he turned
with a frown of annoyance on his face.

““That wmeans there is someone in the outer consulting-room who wishes
to see me. I shall go along to them for a few moments, Mr. Tece. Will
vou wait uatil I come back? I should like to ask you ome or two things
before you leave.”

‘““1 shall wait, certainly,” replied Lee. ‘“Don’t let me keep you.”

With a mutiered word of thanks Dr. Creswick left the room, and Nelson
T.ee sal down in a- big armchair before a pleasant fire.

He leaned back, thinking, and was so engaged when the telephone ou the
doctor’s desk rang shrilly.  Lec half started to rise, then sank back again.
‘““He has probably a connecction in the outer room.” he murmured.
But as the 'phone kept on ringing and ringiug, he finally rose again, and

crossing to the desk, took down the receiver.

“IHello!”” he called.

“Ts that Dr. Creswick specaking?'’ asked a clear voice, and as lie heard
it Nelson Lee stiffencd.

‘““No,”” he replied, making a sudden change in his own voice. ““Dr.
Creswick is engaged for the moment. Can I give him any message?”’

There was silence at the olther end of the wire for a few moments, then
the voice ecame again.  “ Will you please inform Dr. Creswick that Signorina
Paulini finds it impossible to keep the appointment which she had with
him to-morrow morning. Dr. Creswick will understand.”

“ 1 will tell him certainly,”” said Iee in the same disguised tones.

The next moment the ’phone clicked at the other end, aud he hung up
ihe receciver. :

Returning to his chair he sat down and closed his eyes. That voice which
he had just heard had roused a sudden flood of memories in his mind, and to
make it all the more extraordinary, it had touched on somcthing which only
that cvening he had been thinking of. _

He was still pondering over the matter when Dr. Creswick entered the
room.

“ I am sorry to have kept you waiting so long,” he said, “ but I had to
make a brief examination.”

“I didn’t mind,” responded Lee rising. ““By the way, the telephone
Jiere kept ringing and I answered it for you. I have a message to give
you.”

““That is very good of you, Lee. I am sorry you were Lothered. What
is the message?”

‘“‘ Signorina Paulini has just called up to say that she finds she cannot
keep the appointment which she had with you for to-morrow morning.”’

‘““Ah! Did she ask for another appointment?”

‘' No, ihat was all she said. By the way, Dr. Creswick, do you mind
telling me if this Signorina Paulini is a patient of yours?”

“Well, she is and she isn’t,” replied the doctor scratching his chin, ‘* As
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a matter of fact, Lee, it was she to whom I was about to administer
radinm this afternoon when I discovered that the tube was gone.

“Ahtv Nelson Lee uttered the single exclamation and %eacl.md eare-
I.essly_ _fc:l; his cigarette-case. ‘* She had not had the treatment before, I
take it?”’ he remarked. ’

The specialist shook his head ubsently.

“No. Her brother came to me the night before last to seck my advice
and ask about the radium treatment. I made an appointment with him
for his sister to come to me this morning for an examination. I decided
then to give her the radium, and requested her to come hack early this
afternoon. She did so. and then I discovered my loss.”’ -

“They ave Italian, I take it?” said Lee.

' “‘Ye.s. "The l)r.othel'. whogn I haven't seen =ince he first consulled me,
is distinetly Italian. The sister might almost be an Enelish girl, but for
her dark colouring.” z = ‘

“The brother, you say, consulted you first.”” remarked Lee. “ Tell me,
doctor, just as a matler of curiosity, did you show him the radium tube
while he was here?”’

“As a matter of fact, T did,”” vesponded the specialist in a tone of
surprise, for he was beginning to wonder at the persistence of Lee's ques-
tions. " In explaining what the treatment would be and the cost of it. I
showed him the tube.”

“That was the night veforo last, you say?”’

“ Yes. But I assure you, Lee, you have no cause to suspect him. He was
recommended to come to me by his own physician in Rome, and he certainly
did no sleight of hand work with the tube while he was here. Tt was after
that you will remember that I went down to the Thorntons, and the tube
was all right.” '

" When his sister was here this morning did she see the tube?”

“ No. I did not take it out of the steel cabinet until this afternoon,
when I was going to make the application. She wasn’t even in the samo
room then. She was in an adjoining room under the care of one of my
nurses.  But, my dear fellow, do not begin to suspect them. It is impos-
sible that they should have had anything to do with it.”

Lee shrugged.

1 did not say I suspected them,” he remarked. “T am merely trying
{o trace back all4he movements ol the tube from the time when you knew
it was in the cabinet until the moment when you discovered the imposftion
of which you had heen the victim. Would yon mind giving me the
address of the Paulinis? Oh, perhaps, you have not got it.”

“ Yes, I have it,”” responded Creswick. ‘I can’t imagine what you want
with it; but, in a professional way, I don’t mind giving it to youn.”

He crossed to the desk as he spoke, and took up a large case-book which
lay on it. e opened it at about the middle, and runiing his finger down
the page stopped at an entry.

* They live at 15, Barrington Park Gardens, Hampstead,” he said, as he
closed the baok with a snap.

*“ Thank you,” said Lee. ‘“I think that is all I wish {o ask you to-night,
Dr. Creswick.” .

““But I wish to ask you some things,” rejoined the doctor, with a smile.

Y.ce shook his head.

** Not to-night, please,” he said. “ Let me think things over first. I shall
-endeavonr lo.communicate. with yow some time -to-morrow,. and it there
is anything to tell you I will do so then.” N

Creswick had to be satisfied with this, and a few minutes afier Lee
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tock his deparlure. Onee in Wimpele Street he walked along until ho
came {o Cavendish Square, where he picked up a taxi.

'J'clling the man {o drive to Gray's Inn Road, he climbed in and leaned

hack. For the firet time since he had taken up the case that afternoon
e had an opportunity to make some attempt to assemble the different
points which he had mentally marked.
"~ A curious case—i very curious case,”” he mused, as the eab drove on.
““Ten thousand pounds worth of radium is a prize worlh scheming for,
and 1o judge from the aspects of this case it has been plotted for by no
novice in the eriminal ranks.

““On the face of it there is little to go upon. Certainly, I cannot suspect
any of those chiefly concerned in the aftair. Sir John Thornton and Lady
Thornton are beyond suspicion. So is Phillip the son, and so is old Dr.
Morrison. Creswick is the leser, and he would' scarcely stoop to such
a procedure.  That includes all those who were in the room while the
application of the radium was being made, and, somehow, I am inclined
to thiuk that the tube was taken during that time.

“It scems definite enough that the genuine tube was in the stecl cabinet
just before Creswick went down to Thorn Lodge. Ile himself examined
it before going, and cndorses that. Then he himself had it in charge
during the journcy down, and also had it by him up to the moment when
he cnfered the sick room.

““ Now, what followed? If the reproduction of their movements was a
faithful one, it scems that he took the tube of radium from the bag and
luid it on the table behind him while he sponged the affceted part with
antiseptic solution. There I come to something which purzzles me.

“There appears to be a discrepaney of some six minutes in the time
which it. took 1o wash the shoulder with the solution. I know, by my
own timing of the process, that it took just about six minutes this evening,
and both %)r. Morrison and Dr. Creswick claim that it {ook no longer last
night.

“But, on the other hand, Loth Thilip and his mother claim that the
process lasted from six o'clock until twelve minutes past six. That is
peculiar.  Surely Dr. Creswick and Dr. Morrison would not make such a
migtake as that. A hall-minute—yes, but six minutes is out of the
question. Then what does it mean® Tt is the first thing which has arisen
by which one can possibly make a start towards a hypothesis.

“Then, again, we come to the point where Dr. Creswick stopped the
washing of the affected part. Both lhe and Lady Thornten agrec that
the doctor spilled some of the solution on the pyjama jacket of ihe
patient. That is not much, but, still, it is worthy of notice.

“ The third thing is the statement made by Sir John himself. Ie spoke
of them as having stood like frozem mummices. What did he mean? " On
being questioned by his wife he said that all of them had stood abont
him last ¢vening for something like five minutes without movine. That
same period of time seems to be the discrepancy in the story told by the
doctors and Lady Thornton. It was only by chance she happened to notice
the time by the clock on the table.

“Yet, from all the evidence in hand, there appears to have been a full
five minutes lost track of. What does it mean?. The two doctors, Lady
‘Thornton and Phil lost track of that amount of time while Sir John
himsell seems not to have done so. They were all in good Licaltlh—he was
il and feverish. Is there any explanation there?

“When Dr. Creswick entered the room, Sir John was not only feverish
but slightly delirious. Yet he appears to have been quile rational o
little later.  Is there any explunation in that point?  Supposing I
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presume that the genuine tube of radicwm disa
there in the room and that the fake tube w
then what must I consider?

““When could such a thing have been accomplished, if accomplished
it was? Might it have been during that five or six minutes which seem
to have been last? If so, then how? And, again, if <o, why was wo
attention attracted to it? Might this be answered by the fact that four of
these in the room seem to have lost track of thal time—secem to have
taken mno motice of things for a full five minutes?

“ Then where would Sir John come in? e, it appears, beecame rationai
during those minutes. e noticed something peeuliar in the attitude of
those about him, though he was cither too weak or too indifferent to
speak of it then. But to-night he was feverish and irritable, and spoko
of it. That was very natural in a man as ill as he is.

“DBut if the tube was taken during those minutes, then how was ii
accomplished? The tube was on the table. The table sits between tha
two French windows which open on to the balcony. The balcony lonks
out on to the terrace, which breaks into other terraces and then to the
strecam. The table is very close to the French window, and oue side of
the window on the left was open last evening.

“Yet it was not opened wide enough for a man to squeeze through and
depart. Fven if it had been, an intruder must have been seen by Sir
Jo{m, who, being rational as he seems to lhave been, would have noticed
the presence of a stranger in the room, and remarked upon it. Yet he
saw nothing.

“Ii would not be difficult for a man to make his way from the terrace
up to the balcony. An active man could accomplish it easily enougn, for
I noticed that the grill work of the balcony extended down some distance.
From the terrace a man could get on to the window-sill of the room
below, catch hold of the grill work, and, using it as a foothold, swing
himsclf over to the balcony. .

““ Assuming that was:- done, then how could he have got possession of
the tube of radium without being seen? It is certain that it was a well-
planned thelt. The cxactness of detail in the fake tube shows that great
carc was taken to make it as much like the genuine tube as possible.
That argues that the genuine tube was examined carefully by the thief
before yesterday.

““Then the copy was made, and opportunity watched for when the sub-
stitution could be made. Since it was brought off at Thorn Lodge, it
proves that the thicl knew Dr. Creswick was going down there, But, even
so, the thicf could not know that the tube would be left on that table so
close to the window. He would have to chance that.

““ Naturally he would go prepared as far as possible for any clmuc«l:s
which might arise. But how to get hold of the genuino tube and sub-
stitute the fake is where the point becomes most puzzling. Was there auny
other moment when it might havo been done? After washing the aﬂ'cctc(%
shoulder with the antiseptic solut.io;l, Dli. Creswick placed the bottle o

lution on the table and took up the tube. ) .
5ol If it was the fake tube \\'hi]ch he picked up, he certainly notlpozl
nothing suspicious in its appearance. Of course, he would not be C?I})\ccltil!cl»;
there had been any change, and would scarcely glaunce at 1t.._] ; Yl esli\'c
applicd it, and, with the assistance of Dr. Morrison, affixed the adh
tape. . . )

p‘cht he departed for London, being dviven wp by Phil 'I‘.lllom.mll!‘i
Dr. Morrison was left in charge, and, by his own words, was in t 1e 10010
every moment of the time until ten o'clock the next morning, when h

ppeared while they were
as introduced fn its place,
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removed it himeself. e further says, categorically, that it could not
bave been taken during the night, for he was awake all the time, and,
furthermore, the dressing had not been touched—that it was exactly the
same as when he had aflixed the adhesive tape. That secms proof cnough
of that.

“ Next he handed the tulbe to Phil Thornton, who motored straight
{brough to London, and personally handed it to Dr. Creswick. Creswick
locked it immediately in the steel cabinet, and this afternoon when he
{ook it out and examined it he discovered that it was not the gennine tube.

““No, the more I consider the matter in all its bearings the more pesi-
tive am I that the tube could only have been taken during those fow
minutes wlen it lay on the table by the window. That is where the erix
of the matier rests, and I am convinced that when I have solved that
point I will be a long distance towards the solving of the mystery itself.

“Five minutes! What happened during those five minutes? Now (o
take up ancther point. I have alrecady considered the perfection of detail
in the lake tube. That takes me back again to the theory that the
ceniine {ube must have been scen, must have been handled, must have
heen closely examined by the thief. Ile would ueced to do this in order
to make an exact copy of it.

“T'hat argues that the thief must have called personally on Dr. Cres-
wick, and through some strategy have succeeded in getting the tube into
Itis hand<. Who did that? I cannot, of course, discover all those who called
upon Dr. Creswick and were permitted a view of the tube, withont gaining
acress to his case-books and questioning him at length. ' :

“ I intended doing that this evening until—until that telephone rang.
That veice! Am I dreaming, or was it a voice I know? It was the tone
of ¢ne who has heen my bete noir for some time now. It was the voice
of the Black Wolf. If it wasn’t the Black Wolf herself then it was a
voice which might be hers, so like was it. That, {oo, raises a point the
importance of which cannot be ignored. :

* This individual gave the name of the Signorina Taulini. The Signorina
Paulini had a consultation with Dr. Iilton Creswick this morning, but a
man posing as the brother of the Signorina Paunlini interviewed Dr.
Creswick the night before he went down t{o Thorn Ledge, and this same
person not only saw the tube of radium but was permitted to handle it.

“It there had not been the suggestion of the tones of the Black Wolf
in the voice over the ’phone, I would not have thought so much of this,
but T know that the Black Wolf is quite capable of this theft—is capable
of devising a scheme as thorough and as clever as this must have been.
It has given me 1o think.

““Has Lhe Black Wolf come to London at last? IHas she drifted over
hcre from Paris to prey upon London? It is strange in a way that she
has never operated in London. Almost every city in the world has seen her
but London. Yet I caunot help but feel that those tones which I heard
over the wire were the tones of the Black Wolt and no other. Ten
thawsand pounds’ worth of radinm is a prize which even the Black Wolf
would uol disdain.

" Asother thing which gaivs weight in importance through considering
the Black Woll is the lost five minutes. Thal has more than once cropped
up in the operations of the Black Wolf. I remember only too well the
Marligny hall in Paris when the Marligny pearls were taken. There wus
a period of six minutes or so lost track of then cven while I myself stocd
talking to the Baronne Martigny. And during those few minutes the
pearls wore taken.

“In my own case, and several of tic others said the same, the period
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of time was utterly lost. All I felt was a wave of faintness which swept
over me. It seemed that, only a sccond or two was consumed by the
feeling, but there was the clock in the ballroom to prove that several
minutes had elapsed.

“ Again and again has this same thing cropped up. In Paris when I
captured the Black Wolf at the time of the Jure Affaire, she escaped
1)3! using the same method. She was in the office of Monsieur Fabhert, the
Chief of the Criminal Department, and while several of them sat about
ehp L:(nlmly walked .out of the place. They, too, lost count of several
minutes.

*“Now I stumble on that same fact in connection with this case. I am
beginning to think such an occurrence marks the passage of the Black
Woll. But even so, how could she have ahstracted the genuine tube and
substituted the fake one?

““Is there any explanation to be found in those marks which I discerned
on the rubber jackel of the fake tube. They were about two inches apart,
and were only made by something which gripped the tube tightly.

*“If the Black Woll werc on the balcony outside the room where the
patient lay, then through the open part of the French window a stick or
some such implement could be thrust in to reach the table.

“ Supposing that same stick had at one end a set of steel teeth, which
could be worked in some way from the other end of the stick, it could
he thrust in, the fake tube could be dropped on to the table, and the genuine
one picked up by the same method. -

“ Then the stick could bo withdrawn, and if these in the room were under
the spell of the lost minutes, then they would not notice what had happened.
That this epell is caused by some powerful drug which the Black Wolf is
able o spray about I am convinced.

“ That she herself is immune against its eflect does not surprise me in the
slightest. She might well have inoculated herself against it. DBut there
remains the fact that Sir John, who had been delivious, was quite rational
during those lost minutes. )

““ Is it possible that the drug’s only effcct on him was to soothe him and
causc his mind to clear? It might act that way upon a man in his condition,
and therein may lic the explanation of why he was conscious of what was
going oil in the room during those minutes when the others seem to liave
Tost track of the passage of events. It is highly suspicious, and from every
avenue of deduction I follow I come each time to one thing—seck out the
Paulini’s.” i .

Nelson Lee had just arrived at this point in his thoughts, and was begin-
ning to ponder on what could have happencd {o Nipper, when the eab
drew up In front of his house.

He got out, aud paying ofl the mau, walked up the steps.  As he did so, o
saw a big motor-car draw up against the kerb on the opposite side of the
strect, but gave it no attention beyond a passing glance.

e did not dream for a moment that ils presence there had a great
hearing on his own affairs, Opening the frout doer with his latchkey, he
closed it after him, and walked down the corridor towards the consulting-
room. He opened the door, and crossing the threshold felt for lhe switch.
As he did so there was a rustle behind the door, and the next moment
something struck him on the back of the head th‘h sLmnnng‘ t:orce.

Nelson Lee staggered forward and dropped to his kuees, lifting one arm
above him as he did so. The next in.stant another blow struck him, aud
- a oreat weight descended upon him. -
mﬁle afcrl‘tgno\\'erfill arms cncircle} his' neck, he felt the pressure of a knee

e ei——
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in lis back. Ile fonght as well as he could, but his senzes were reeling,
and with the weight upon him he sank to the floor.

Another terrific blow on the back of the head and lis reeling senses
left him., e dropped flat ou to his face, a limp, inert muss.

When Nelson Loe came to himself it was to become conscious {hat his
head was throbbing painfully, and that he had great diffienlty in breathing.
is next thought was that he was being bumped about in an extraordinary
manner, bul since everything was black before him he could nol at first
decide what it wae. Then slowly, as his senses clearved still more, he became
aware that he was bound hand and fool, that he was gagged in a very
cffeetive way, and that ke was blindfolded.

I'rom that he worked Lo the point where he figured the bumping to Le
caused by a motorcar, and from the feel of his surroundings, where his
body pressed against them, lhie concluded ho was in the bottom of a motor-
car fonneau,

Ile had reached this point when the bumping ccased suddenly, and as he
beard a grinding of brakes he knew that one at least of his deductions was
corrccl —he was in a motlor-car.

A fow moments later he felt himself dragged to his feet and lifted oul
of the place where he had been lying. Ie was carried for some distance,
though he could form no idea of his surroundings.

Then he heard a key turn in a lock, and he was placed on hiv feet. With
deft hands someone cut the bonds which encircled his wrists and ankles,
then the gag was jerked from his mouth, and following that he was
given a strong push.  IHe stwinbled forward into an Arctic atmosphere. Ile
felt a wave of terrific cold strike on his face, then his feet came into
contact with semething, and he fell hezdlong.

While the stars still danced before his bandaged eves, he heard a decor
slam behind him, and with the biting cold chilling him to the bone, he
fell for the bandage over his cyes.

The next moment, as the bandage came away in his hand, a light struck
hin: in Lhe face, and asg he teok in the scene Lefore him he staggered back
with @ ¢y of horror.

CHAPTER VI

Nipper Receives a Surprise—A Tough Fight—Overpowsred—Refined
Cruelty—A Terribl: Fate,

ITEN Nelson Tee sent Nipper along the road, afler they had discovered

\,(/ all the tyres of Phil Thoraton's car to be punctured, the lad had little

{thought that he was going inlo a situation bristling with danger.

‘Ilis sole idea was to find the tacks which must bLe lying somewlicre back

along the road, lo scrape them into the gutter, and then to make his way
on to Thorn Lodge as quickly as possible. ’

e made no altempi to scarch for the tacks until he had gol out of tho
weod, for he figured that they would have come someo little distance after
picking them up before the air would have all left the tyres.

Once oul of the wood, however, he took out his pocket torch, and pressing
the swilch, cast the circle of light about him. Walking slowly along in this
[ashion he kept a sharp look-out for the tacks, and so absorbed was he in
his searchi, that he did not uotice the bushes at the side of the road being
pushod stealthily aside,
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Just at tnat moment Nipper caught sight of ‘a number of tacks which
lay neav the edge of the road. With a little exclamation of salisfaction, ho
pounced upon them, and at that same instant, as he knelt hefore thcm,'t.hc
bushes at the side of the road parted still 1nore, and a man’s head protruded,

Tt was a dark-skinned countenance which showed for a moment wilbin the
penumbra of the light, and by no means a pleasant face. The deep-sct,
craity eyes pecred out at Nipper for a little, then with a sinuous movenent
the man teok a step forward. Two sleps—three steps, and he was on the
very cdge of the gutter.

Now the stooping lad was little more than o couple of yvards from him,
and still unconscious of the sinister figure so close above bim.

.i\’lppcr was rapidly picking up lack after tack, allowing them to fall into
his hollowed palin as he did so, and then, just as he made to move Lo
another little pateh of tacks, the figure on the bank sprang. It came lving
straight down at the lad, alighting full between his choulders, and with a
startled grunt Nipper fell forward, tacks going in all dircctions.

Nipper, braced on hands and knees, made 2 desperale effort to throw
oft his assailant. The other, however, clung close, aud the lad felt two sinewy
arms steal about his neck.

A terrific pressure followed as strong fingers closed on his throat; but
Nipper, with a strong upward heave, succeeded in staggering to his fect,
with Lhe man clinging desperately to him. A few feet Nipper managed to
stagger on, fighting cach momeut to throw the weight from his back to
one side. If he could but get his assailant in a pesition where he could
grapple with him, he might stand more of a chance, but as things wero
he could only fight to stand on his feet and gasp for breath.

As the pressure on his windpipe tightened lie realised that, unless le
managed something very quickly, he would soon bLe past all effort.

He had staggered some little distance now, and was reeling badly. The
man on his back hung on like a leech, and all the lad’s efforts to shake him
off proved futile.

Then suddenly Nipper paused, and throwing up his hands made a desperate
cltort to grasp the man behind the head. He felt the other’s head go back
in anticipation of the move, but the lad was too quick for him, and as he
managed to lock his fingers he bent forward with a jerk. The man on his
back had o come with the move, and giving a violent heave at the same
moment Nipper threw khim clean over his head. ] .. ,

His antagonist fell with a heavy thud, releasing his grip on Nipper’s
throat, and as he felt the blessed air rush into his lungs Nipper jumped.
e landed full on the other’s chest, and, kneeling down, drove his clenched
fist smashing Dbetween the man’s eyes. Time after time he drove his fist
to that mark, putting all his strength into each blow.

He was not the one to take a mean advantage of a helpless foe, but he
was no fool, and he had had cnough experience during his life with Neison
Leo to realise that the attack upon him had bLeen of the most murderous
nature, and that had he succumbed no quarter would have been given him.
Thercfore, unlike ‘some chicken-hearted individuals who would have pleaded
a foolish leniency, he took full advantage of the lead he had gained.

That he was making his foe suffer was evident from the groans which he
emitted, and Nipper was just at tlie point where he considered it snll'c to
rise, when there was a terrific crashing above him, and two men hurled them-
selves from the bushes upon him. One of them struck the lad between
the shoulders, sending him down hard upon the prostrate man bhenecath
him. ‘The other landed short, but he, too, was soon at the lad, and driven
down by the pair Nipper could do little. ] ..

"He fought like a wild cat, using feet and haunds with the same indiscrimina-



S THE NELSON LEE LIBRARY

tion, bul when one of thein drew oul a heavy revolver and drove the but
down upon the lad's bead, Nipper gave a groan, and collapsed on to the
aman beneath hun.  Another vicious blow knocked him unconscious, and as
he eollapsed in a limp heap, his two.new assailants caught hold of him
and picked him up,

While one of them shouldered him, the olher bent over the man whom
Mipper had beaten, whom he had outgeneratled, and whom he had outfought.
He dragged the groaning man lo his feet, and, speaking in French, said
curlly:

“ We made the mistake of sending a boy on a man's errand. Get aiong (o
the car—if you can walk.”

Moaning with the pein caused by Nipper's blows, the fellow betook him-
colf along the road after the one who was carrying the unconscious body of
the lad, and on rounding a turn in the road the red light of a motor-car
chowed up. :

On coming up with it, the man who carried Nipper {ossed him inlq the
tonueau, and, turning, ordered his injured comrade to tumble in after.

The other man had disappeared; and now from the distance came the
sonnd of shotls fired in quick succession.

The man standing beside the car looked back in an anxious way.

“They are fighting back,” he multered, more to himself than to his
companien. ‘1 hope things are going all right.”

T'he shots he had just heard were thee from Nelson Lee's antomatic, and
when they broke out again the frown of anxiety increased. |

Some little time passed now without anything eclse happening to veveal
hovi {he struggle might be going.

Ten -fifteen minutes went past, then at the side of the road the hushes
swddonly parted, and two men broke cover. They dashed down from the
bank and made for the car.

“ Welll how did it go?’" asked the man beside the car as they came up.

One of them—-he who had helped in the assanlt on Nipper—shrugged his
shoulders,

“ We failed,”” he replied briefly.  ““ They were too quick for us, Marcel.
TL was that pig, Lee.”

“ You should have brought him down, Jacques,”” rejoined the one who had
been addressed as Marcel.  ** The Black Wolf will be angry.”

* We did our best,”’ responded Jacques, as he started to clamber into the
car.  “* We had better get away from here at once. They came after us,
and T think they have taken to the road.”

“ And you lost him, after all?’”’ eaid Marcel. “ I do not envy onr interview
with the Black Wolf. Well, get yvou into the car. There is no sense in
remaining hore any longer.”

The two new arrivals tessed a couple of heavy revolvers, fifted with
Maxim oilencers, into the car and climbed in.  Marcel took the wheel, and
was about to start off, when an exclamation from Jacques caused him to
llllllﬁ(‘.

“ What is il ¥ he asked, withoul turning his head.

“They are clos» behind us,” replied Jocques guickly.  * Let us give them
n volley hefore we go.”’

As b spoke he and his companion bent over and picked up the revolvers.
Resting (hem on the back of 1he seat, they sent shol after shot atl the three
fivurca which they conld sce down the road. Then, as their magazines
became emptied, Marcel threw in the clutch, and the big car started off.
CThey turned the bend in the road recklessly, dropping the three figures
from view, and then, taking the turns at random, Marcel steered a course
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;.0{‘1 London, which would have bafled anything under sixty horse-power {o
ollow.

In this way t-hc{'ﬁunlly rcached Hyde Park Corner, and there by devious
turnings came to Hampstead. Passing Jack Straw's Castle, it turned down
by the side of the heath, until it came to o roud marked * Barrington Park
Gardens.” Up this it turned, and then came to a panse in front of a bie
house on the right hand side. °

Marcel and Jacques were the first to jump out of the cax They scemed
to pay little attention to their comrade who had reccived the ‘worst of
the fight with Nipper. He serambled out in a fashion and stood by a-
though waiting to be told what to do.

The other two pushed him unceremoniously aside, and, leaning «rer the
tonneau, picked up the unconscious form of Nipper.

Barrington Park Gardens is a quiet thoroughtfare, and there was no one
about to sco them. It is ono of the newer strects of Hampstead, and the
houses sit well back [rom the road with a goodly space between them. Fven
carly in the evening the street is almost deserted, and it had beeu well
chosen in more ways than one.

With scarcely a glance about them, Marcel and Jacques carrvied Nipper
{through the main gateway of the place, and up a wide path to the front
porch of the house.

As though they were expected, the front door opened as {hey approached,
and they passed into a dark hall followed by the third man.

A whispered vovice told them curtly to *‘ go down at once.”” and grapine
their way along the hall, they passed throngh a doorway whicit opened
to a flight ol stairs.

There was a small light burning there, and they were able (o negotiale
the stairs with more certainty than they had come along the hail.

A long, marrow passage at the bottom took them to another dour which
was painted white. At first one might have thought that it was only an
ordinary door, hut when Marcel jerked it openn it might have heen seen
that it was fully twelve inches thick, and of the type which is ordinarily
used by the cold storage firms. ' :

As it came open a rush of cold air struck them in the face, making them
gasp.  Just within the door was a switch which Marcel turned, lighting up
the place and revealing the faet that it was a great cellar in a tevrible
state of conlusion. .

There wero tools and implements of all soris lying about, while round
{he stone walls of the cellar were several pipes which were white and frosted.

It was evident that the workman had not yet finished in the place, but it
was already in operation—in operation s a great artificial freezing-room.
A thermometer Ly the door showed the temperature to be af only two
degress above 2010 Fahreuheit, which means thirty degrees below freczing
point. It was just arctic in its awful coldness was the room.

Just as Marcel and Jacques started to enter the room there was the sound
of a foolstep in the corridor behind them, and there nppcnrm}_a. vision in
white. It was the Black Wolf herself, looking radiantly beauntiful in a rich
evening gown of some clinging white material, _ _

Over her shoulders was thrown an opera cloak, and in her hair and at
her throat glittered beautiful jewels. _ ) . ) .

Looking at her thus, onc would have found it very difficult to helieve tq_u t
thig slim, lovely-looking girl was the intrepid and daring Black Woll. Yet
sho it was, and how daving &he could be—how callously determined in her
purpose—was to Le revealed that very night. Lo elosed

Standing at the door of the icy cold cellar, she.gazed down al (he closec
eves of the lad.
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“ Ts this a1l you have to show me?"" she asked, turning to Marcel.

T'he man bowed his head.

“*The man—he is the davil lamse!f ! he replied.  “° Mademoiselle, we fired
apen him time aud again, bul without avail. There were two others with
mm, and we had to retire. On our way we came upon this lad, and over-
powered him.”

““ Yau had the man within your gasp and you let him go!”’ snapped the
girl with sccrn. *“ You are children. Must I attend to cach little detail
myself? Where is the man now?”

Marcel shrugged.

“ He went on to the house I suppose?”’

“He will discover little there,”” rejoined the Black Wolf, maliciously.
““ Very well, I shall have to think up rome other plan to get him. He must
be stopped without delay, and stop him I will. I do not propose to have
him interfering with my plans hero in London., Ie did enough mischiel
in Paris. A4 least, we have the boy. Throw him down and closc the door.
If he comes to his senses before he [reezes o death it will enable him to
pouder on the folly of interfering with the Black Walf.”

In obedience to her orders, the two men cast Nipper down on the ficor,
and, closing the door, secured it. Back along the passage they went, and
ascending Lo the floor above, the Black Wolf led the way out to the car.

Then, when Marce! had once mora takep the wheel, she said curtly:

“The Holel Venetia, Marcel, and drive quickly, for I am hungry.”

So perfectly cool, and giving not a thought to the lad who lay uncon-
scious on the floor of the freczing-room, the Black Woll was driven towards
the city of light and laughter.

Back in the cellar, Nipper lay just as he had been thrown down. The
eold of the room was iutense, and slowly, butl surely, it chilled him through
to the bone.

Half an hour passed, and then, with a low moan of pain, he turned over.
With exasperating slowness his senses returned, and as he sat up stiflly
he gazed stupidly about him,

e was notl sufficiently conscious of his surroundings 1o understand the
reason for the awful cold which gripped him. >

That he was In an arctic atmosphere was plain to him, but his clouded
brain refused to fashion an explanation. Then, as it became born in upon
him that he was being chilled to the marrow, he got to his feet and began
mechanically 1o walk uwp and down, swinging his arms as ho did so.

As the blood began to move through his veins more quickly, his brain
arew clearer, and at the end of another ten minutes he began to take in-
telligent cognisance of his surroundings.

His cyes fell on the frosted pipes, and with an exclamalion of amazement
he hurried across to them,

Laying his hand on one of the pipes, he drew it away quickly. His brain
wag clear enough now. Only too well he saw the devilish ingenuily of the
mind which had conceived such a fate. The light hiad been left on, and he
could see each detail of the litter about him.

Howly and melhodically he examined each portion of the cellar. He saw
fhat it was a good thirly feet long, by ten or twelve wide. All round the
walls ran Al freezing pipes, and the tools and implements scattered about
told him that the work was of the newest.

It was in full operation, however, as witness the intense cold, and pausing
before the thermometer, he saw that if he remained there much longer ho
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would be frezen as stiff ‘as an
ing-room. _

Dashing at the door, the lad tried desperately to tear it open. It was as
«olid as the wall itself, and his hands beat futilely upon it. e searched
frantically about the heap of tools for some inplement which would enable
him to break a way through, buf, though they were scaltered about in
plenty, they were too puny for such a job.

Despairingly he gazed af the mocking face of the door, then, as (he cold
rrept over him again, he began [rantically to walk up and down,

As loug as I can keep moving, I stand a chance,” he mutliered, ““ but
the minute I stop I am done tor. Two bhelow Zero now and the thermometer
still dropping.”’

e st-opj)ed to button his coat closer about his neck, then on around {iha
cellar, walking briskly and swinging his arms as he went.

Each time he passed the thermometer he glanced at it, and as he saw that
it was etill dropping, a look of fear came into his eyes.

“T'll die like a rat in a trap,” he muttered despairingly. T am not
afraid of death, Lut this- Oh, my hecavens, where am I, and who has
thrown me into this place? What fiend has done it?”’

He stopped at the door once more, and catching up a steel implement,
hegan to heat upon the heavy wood.

It sounded dully in his cars, but though he kept it up for twenty minuies
there was no response, and casting the implement down he started on again,
for the cold was gripping him viciously.

So it went while an hour ticked by. Ie drew out his walch to ses the
time, but found that it had stopped. IIe was losing connt of the time now,
for in the stress under which he was labouring, cach minute secmed an
cternity.

ITe thought of all the tales he had rcad of intrepid Polar explorers, and
how they had tramped the frozen wastes. He pictured them as he had read
of ';.hem, heavily wrapped in furs and flying along close to a speeding dog
sledpe,

'.l'{-;cn he remembered tales of heroism where they had Dbeen caught
in the Llizzard, and where, with all food gone, they had resigned them-
selves to a terrible death. Such a death he was now facing—such a bitter
ending would be his. i

As this thought gained ground in his thoughls, the lad broke out inlo
a sweat, cold as he was, and in a fever of desperation began to run round
and round the cellar like some hunted animal,

But, with the return of reason, he slowed down to a brisk walk again, for
ks realised that he must husband his strength.

Yot walk as he would he could not keep at bay that awful cold. Now
his cars were nipped, now his toes ached with the cold. .

He stopped to serape some of the pipe suow from the pipes and rubbed it
on his ears and nose. It served for a moment, but so intensely cold was the
eollar now that hie dared not pause for more than a moment or two.

He started on again, beating himself as he went, but as he made c:u-._h_
yound of the cellar his pace grew gradually less and less until, tpough hl:
brain urged him frantically and his reason told him that.' l:c_nmstvll‘ot]'- Awe
in, he could feel that most :1]wful part of the cold death creeping over him—

rerpowering desire to sleep. .
“If(l:Ico"fci:\Eght \\'iﬁl all his strcn};th against it. Tle ]ﬂ"‘lmd' up L‘_""f'.f down, he
beat himself frantically, he pinched his face, he S]Jﬂl'f-(‘d_flg““,‘ ]9 run. i

It was all to no avail. The cold had got a firm grip lOt 1”xm]-l¢l]0:f;ll?c(l
slowly buf surely was stealing away his senses. _])Cl‘bleIi‘t'Ct.‘{ { l(i.(\o‘ll‘ th.c colci
and made the cirele of the cellar at a trot, but close by the

¥y carcase of muiton which came from the frecz.
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reached up and gripped him in its compelling grasp. and he went down to
his knees.

Up agnin and on, down to his knees, with his body tingling wiih pain-
and cold—up again and on, to stagger against the pipes and to lurch away
from them {ike a drunken man. Then, with a last final effort of will, he
managed to get round to the door once more, and there, as his frosted eyelids
were raised in an endeavour to get a glimpse of the thermometer, they
dropped {ike lids of lead. and the lad fell face downwards to the floor in
1he Sllt‘dp “Which the ice-god had cast. .

C———

CHAPTER VII

Nozlson Lee Fights with the Ice-God-—Desperate Measures —Bonds
Burst Asunder—Finis,

HEN Nelson Lee was {hrust into the freezing-raom his first inclinatinn
was to turn and force his way out. Dut at the sight which met his
gaze all thoughts of his personal safely departed, and, dropping fo

liis knees, he bent over the stifiened figure which lay en the stone floor of

the cellar.

In that first horrified glance he had seen that it was Nipper. and now. ag
he made a hurried examination of the lad, he saw that he was perilonsly
near to the great abyss from which there is no return.

Lee chafed the lad’s wrists and ankles frantically, but though be worked
as he had never worked Jn his life to revive anycne, it was all to no avail.
‘The grip of the ice-god kept the lad too firmly imprisoned.

With a look of desperation in his eyes Nelson Iee got to his feel and
gazed about him. , :

“ Something must be done, and done cuickly " he muttered, bealing his
arms about to keep his blood moving. “ Is there any devilish ingenuity to
which the Black Wolf will not descend? TFor that this is the work of the
Black Wolf T am certain.”

Like a panther he paced the full length of the cellar, ticking off cach
itein methodically as he went. v

‘A freezing-room,’”’ he muttered—‘ a freezing-room of the most modern
sort, and just completed, to judge from the litter lying about. It is at a
very iow temperature now.”

Be paused before the thermometer, and glanced at the mereyury in the
glass. It was eleven below zero, and as he noled it Lee’s face grew even
graver.

““It is all too plain,’”’ he muttered. ° The lad has Leen in here some time,
and it is the purpose of the Black Wolf that we shall both freeze to death.”

Desperately he tried the door, even as Nipper had doune before him, but
a half-dozen attempts showed him that to move it was out of the question.

‘“It is bound to be very deep and heavy,” he grunted. as he threw down
the implement he had been using as a prise. * Yet there is no other way out
of the place. There are no windows, and only this one door. If we are to
get out we must get out that way. How can it be done?”’ .

Once more he began pacing the cellar, taking note of each thing-as he
J)nssed. In one corner were several more implements, but after a cursory
inventory of them Lee turned away.

Next he came upon several great cylinders which contained either liguid
or gas—he did not kmow wlich. Lying on their sides were two empty
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cylinders of the same sort, and he came to the conclusion th
ammounia cylinders for use in the freezing progcess.

'Agz_unst:, the wall lay a peculiar-looking pile of material which, on closer
examination, proved to be a dozen or more thin rubber sacks holding some
chemical. Lee turned and faced the pipes, a look of hopelessness appearing
in his eyes.

‘““There seems nothing—nothing.” he mutlered. “What shall T do?
What can T do? Another half-hour and the lad will be dead, and I shall bo
able to do nothing to save him. Before morning I, too, shall be frozen stiff.
What is possible?”’

Restlessly he paced the length of the cellar again: then, as he passed Lhe
pipes, his eye it on something which caused him to stop and wrinkle his
brow. It was an ordinary gaspipe which ran through the cellar, and which
he could see had been bound with hieavy burlap to keep it from freezing.

At the end of the cellar where it passed through the wall he noticed a
small cock, and in half a dozen strides was beside it, turning it.

A rush of gas told him that so far the pipe was all right. and. turning oft
the cock, lie swung towards the pile of rubber bags. An idea had come 1o
him——an idea born of desperation, if you will, but the only chance which
he could see.

As a last eflort o free himself and Nipper from the terrible predicament in
which they found themsclves, he determmined to try it. Going over to {he
pile of sacks he carcfully undid the mouth of one of them and sifted the
powder the sack contained oul through the very narrow mouth.

When the bag was empty, he rolled it up in a small compass, and, carry-
ing it in his hand, hurried on to where the cylinders lay.

e dragged out one of the empty cylinders, and, taking off the metal cap
over ils mouth, began to insinuate the rolled-up rubber sack into the
opening. It was no easy task, and the bag being somewhat larger than the
cylinder made the work even more difficult, yet he persisted in it until he
had forced the whole of the rubber sack into the stee! cylinder, leaving only
the mouth projecting.

That done, he carried the whole outfit across to {he corner of the cellar,
and, lifting it up, placed the opening in the mouth of the rubber sack over
{the cock in the gaspipe. Then, holding the rubber round the pipe so there
would be little, if any, leakage, he turned on the cock.

A rush of gas immediately took place, and the air which he could feel

coming out of the cylinder as the Lag filled and forced it to give way, told
him that the sack was filling. Yet he did not relax his hold until he knew
that every particle of air had been forced out of the cylinder, and that the
sack, full now with gas, had occupied all the space. _
" He turned off the cock now, and bending the mouth of the sack in such |
fashion that uone of the gas could escape, he picked up a piece of cord from
the floor and tied it tightly. That done, he set the cylinder down on the
floor and searched about until he found another length of string, which he
reckoned would serve as a fuse. i

This he arranged in the mouth of the sack, taking care that none of the
aas escaped, and, that done, retied the mouth.

Now he had a most peculiar affair prepared. e had a rubber sack full of‘
gas contaived in a steel cylinder and fed by a string fuse. The cyl:ncl-f!1.
itself wias about five feet long by eighteen inches in diameter, and the gas
contained in it was a considerable quantity. hicl

Nelson Lee dragged the cylinder across the floor to the heavy door “’h!t !
~bharred their-way to freedom, -and: placing it close against the pomt “‘hc{g
door and wall joined, he murried back for all the heavy rubbish he LO}I
find.

at they must Le
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Lrip after trip he made, carrying picces of plank, heavy bits of iron, and
large packing-cises until e had made a great pile of material between the
ceilar and the gas cylinder. ) . )

T'hat done, he dragged Nipper away to the right of the door, jamwing him
loze against (he wall. Then he drugged the big cylinders over o form a
Larricade in front of the lad. That finished, he drew out a box of matches,
and. insinuating his hand between the barricade of boxes, touched the flame

o

te the end of the fuse he had made. .

It caught fire at once, and when he saw that it was burning well, Nelson
Lee ran for safety. Leaping the barricade of cylinders, he dronod flat to
the ground. shielding Nipper's body with his own, and there be lay waiting,
waiting, waiting for the explosion which should follow.

It scemed thal each moment dragged like eternity. He began to fear
that the fuse had gone out. Should ie get up to scc? What if be did so
just as the explosion took place?

He was in a fever of unrest, yet he knew that he had done all that was
possible.  He had vo idea what the effects of the explosion might be. He
figured that there was a suflicient amount of gas to wreck the door, but he
lknew also that it might wreck the whole cellar. It might mean death to
hoth of them. yet even that would be preferable to the slow death of freezing,
and there was no other way.

A full minute went past—a minute which seemed the child of eternity—
then the air was rent by a deafening explosion.

lee was slunned by the terrific force of it, and was forced flat to the
floor. There was a greal roaring in his ears, and the floor of the cellar
seemed Lo heave epwards.

Then, as his senses cleared and he realised that he was unharmed, le
heard the rending and tearing and dropping of things about him.

He waited a few seconds, then he dashed to his feel dnd leaped across the
barricade of cylinders which had been bowled over like a row of ninepins.

e rushed across to the door and saw that his barricade had been blown
all aboul the cellar. Heavy cases were lying wrecked at the other end,
while some of the smaller things had entirely disappeared.

But greatest of all he «aw that the big door, while still apparently intact,
was hanging loosely back, and that it was burning fiercely. Some of the
rubbish had also caught fire.

Lee raced along aud found a long iron bar which he nsed {o toss away
some of 'l',]nc burning rubbish. Then he prised open the burning door, and
as the sight of the corridor heyond met his gaze, he could have shouted
wilh triumph, -

But he still had the lad to look after. Was it too late?

., He hurried back to where Nipper lay, and picking him up bodily, dashed
through the burning doorway. Along the corridor he ram and up the

stairs to the floor -above,
e slz:}gg(-rcr!‘into the hall, where the warmth was life-giving {o his
ciiilled limbs. There was a couch against the wall, and laying the lad on
it, he searched for a telephone. y

A door al the end of the hall opened into a study, and on the desk Lce
SAW 4 tol(:.phon.o. Rushing towards it, he gave the number of the Inter-
national Club, and getting Phil Thornton on the line, asked him to drive
up to Barrington Park Gardens as quickly as he could.

It is desperale,” he said; “ come at once!"
| lch rang off then, and going back to Nipper, saw to his joy that the lad
ad opened his eyes. He was still in bad shape, and Lee did what was
lm;s’mlo for him to do under the circumstances.

Vhen he had made Nipper as comfortable as possible, he went Lack to the
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wdy and began a thorough search of + - -
study g g the room. e dragged onl every

drawer in the desk, smashing the locks to get at (hem. Lo hat fo.

which he sought there was uo sign, ° ¥l ut of that fo
He left the desk in a wrecked state, and started in on a large mahoo;

cabinet which stood against the wall. =" s

There he met with more success, for in
came upon what appeared to be the very
examined ﬂlmt c\('lc;nm%bnt Wimpole Street.

And on the indiarubber jacket were the same eeuli: arks which Tie
had noticed there. But he knew that it was notlthc s::fnr;]:]r\](:hk:\u]‘l\l: Ilth]-ln(f
it was the missing tube of radium—the genuine tube with ten thousand
pounds’ worth of the precious element iuside it. -

Thrusting it into his pocket, Nelson Lce made a further search
another drawer in the cabinet came upon a most extraordinary
implement. "

It was like nothing so much as a jointed fishing-pole. ouly on the end
of it there had been affixed a pair of steel jaws ‘which could be \\-orkéd
along the pole by means of a thin wire.

Nelson Lee took it out and extended it. e found after a few minutes
experiment t_hat. it could be wox:k_ed at any distance from a yard.to tweniy
fect, depending on how many joints were used. '

Taking the tube of radium from his pocket he laid it on the desk. and
standing off about teu fcet, stretched out the pole towards it. By pulling
the wire he saw that e conld open the steel jaws on the end, and allowing
them to fall over the tube, he released the wire.

Immediately the jaws closed upon the tube, and drawing back the pole
he took the tube from between the jaws. And on the indiarubber jacket
was a new set of marks similar to the others.

His deductions as to how the tube of radium had been abstracted from
ihe table in Sir John Thornton’s Led-room were correct.

Just then be coughed as something irritated his {hroat, and glancing up
he saw that the room was filling with smoke.

““Scotlt!” he muttered, ““I had forgotten about the fire down below. I
Lad better get the lad out of this.” 3

He thrust tho tube of radium back into his pocket, and folding up the
pole, started for the hall. As he reached it a great wave of heat stiuck
him and he saw that the smoke was pouring up from the cellar.

He ran along to the couch, and picking Nipper up in his arms. made for
the front door. Ile was surprised that none of the occupants of the house
were about, but reckoned that they must all bo out..

He did not pause on reaching the porch, but carried the lad out to the
road and allowed him to sink down to the ground there. )

As hie did so several people came along, for now the flames were spurting
out from several of the lower windows.

One man had rung the fire alarm, and the brigade would coon be on the
scene, But it would never quench that live, for even as Lee gazed at the
burning mass, the whole building scemed to be lifted inta the aiv by some
invisible power, and then with a terrific roar it burst asunder. 1 e fire
had reached some of the chemicals used Ly the Black Woll.

In common with other spectators, Nelson Lee was hurled to the ground
by the force of the explosion, and a flying bit of burning wood gave him a
nasty bruise on the shoulder.

As he scrambled to his feet he saw a big car turn the corner and recog-
nised Phil Thornton. Almost at the same instant the clanging gong of the
f‘lf‘e-cugn_le sounded, and picking up Nipper, Nelsou Lee slipped out of the
crowd without being noticed, '

a aniall scerel compartment he
tube of radium which ha bl

and in
ary-looking
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“ Drive to Dr. Creswick’s as quickly as possible, please.”” he said. ““ The
Iad is in bad shape and needs medical attention at once.”

I’hil Thornfon asked no queslions, but threw in the cluteh, and with
{he warning signal going continually, worked his way out of the crowd.
When he got a free run he let the car out for all it was worth.

It was past one o'clock in the morning when they finally drew up in
front of Dr. Creswick’s house, but the doector came down at the summons,
and making a hurried examination of Nipper, rang for a nurse and had
the lad taken to a room.

“T shall go up to him as soon as he is in bed.”” he said. ““Don't worry,
Lee. he will be all right in a day ortwo. And now come into the consulting-
room and {ell me what it all reans.””

Nelson Lee watched while Nipper was taken away, then he followed the
dactor into the consnlting-room. As he went in he thrust his hand into
hix pocket, and walking over to the desk said: :

“Allow me to hand you the missing tube of radinm, Dr. Creswick.”

('reswiwc started forward with an exclamation of amazement and took
the tube.  Carrying it across beneath the light, he unserewed the cap and
gazed down into the interior.

“ Il is Lthe tube—it is the radium!"" he cried excitedly. “How did you
acl it, Jee?”

Nelson Lee sat down and lit a eigarette.

“ I will tell you,”" he said quictly.

Then he began, and speaking in quicl {ones, told his hearers a tale which
caused them to sit tense with interest.

\When he had finished he rose.

““Now 1 shall go to Scotland Yard,' he said. “It will be necessary for
me to give them a confidential explanation of the events which have taken
place at Barrington Park Gardens, and to get the police net spread for the
Black Wolf."

Though Nelson Lee fulfilled his part, however, the Black Wolf was not to
ho found, and no claimant appeared for the few items which were saved
from the fire in Barrington Park Gardens.

‘The Black Wolf had slipped through the meshes of the net.

TITE END.
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IN POLAR SEAS.

A Romance of Adventure in the Frozen North.
BY

FENTON ASH,

Author of “ A Trip to Mars,”” “ The Radium Seekers,” etc.

Huan Arworp, a young English lad, goes out lo the far North with an expcdition

He is joined by an Irish sailor—MIKE O'GRaDY, and also VoL RuxToN.
_ The latler and Hugh become fast [riends, but one day Val hinls thal Ilugh
joined the expedition under a false name, and says that Amaki, a ncighbouring
Eskimo, has been asking for tidings of a certain explorer whose name s well krown in
the scicntific world. IFor some reason, Hugh turns pals.

The camp s raided by « neighbouring party, bu! Hugh and Ruxton, with lwo
sailors. put up @ stiff fight.  The cltuckers are beaten off, and « trap is laid for ifcm.
_ JTaving captured the strangers, the leader—QR1M5TOCK—comes wpon the scene, and
it seens that Hugh and Ruxton are in for a buad time.

Grimstock: eventually apologises for the behaviour of the men, and feigns friendliness,
The mystery round Hugh thickens. (Now read oa.)

The Assassin—Who was he ?

UGH knew that the tusk was the sort of enrio that some people woutd
H pay a good deal of money for, and therefore scarcely liked to accept
it as a present. But Amaki refused to take anything in exchange
except a little tobacco; and so persistent was he that, rather than offend the
old fellow, Hugh at last gave in. :

As the whole party were about worn out with their day’s arduous work
they turned in early. The Eskimo found a place to bestow hiiself in one
of the tents amongst the men, and cre leng the camp became silent and
slept peacefully in the moonlight. .

In duwe time the moon went down, and then il was, in the darkness which
followed, that a dim shadow appeared on the terrace, and sought out the
tent under which the two leaders lay.

Creeping noiselessly beside it, the figure raised the canvas, and his head
and shoulders disappeared bencath it. .

Now, as there had been no reason to suspest the presence of cnemies In
the neighbourhood, it had not been thought worth while to arrange for
anyone Lo remain on watch. Yet someone must have been on tihe leok-ont,
for as the first shadow had crept up to the tent, another shadow left oue
of the tents, farther along and stealthily foilowed it. -

This sccond creeping figure reached the other oue just as the head and
shoulders had disappeared beneath the canvas, and scizing the man’s legs,
drew him suddenly backwards, _ ]

The intruder sprang to his feet with a savage snarl, In his hand be
carried o naked knife,  There were fierce crics, and curses, as the two
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grappled, and the stranger, finding that the camp was being roused, and
that he could not get away, struck tiercely and brutally at the one who held
him. ‘Then he turned and vanished in the darkness.

Hugh and Val. rushing out a moment or two later, saw nothing but a still
fizure lying on the ground with a crimson stream flewing from it, and
slaining the white snow around.

Ruxton turned the figure over and peered at it while his friend fetched a
lamp from the tent.

“Why ! exclaimed IHugh, as his light fell on an upturned face,
Amaki! What is he doing lhere?"

““He's been wounded, badly hurt, I fear,” said Ruxton in a low tone.
‘* Sonieone's heen here on some low-down game, and the poor old chap
must have twigged it. Lend me a hand. We'd better take him into our
tent."’

Their followers bhad meantime {urned out, and some aided to lift the
injured man and carry him tenderly inside, while others weant off on a
chase after the cowardly assailant.

Half an hour later the two friends came out again, carrying a lantern.

““1 think he’ll do,”’ said Ruxton. ‘““He’s had a necar squeak of getling
his death-wound; but thanks to his tough skin clothing the kaife dido’t
go deep enough. Now let’s look round. Ah! There you are, see!”’

Me pointed to the side of the tent.

““Someone has loosened the canvas, and was trying to creep underncath.
You can sce that. IHere are the marks of hisz body in the snow. It's on
the side you were lying, too. Curious that, ch?”

“Why-—what on carth does it mean?’’ cried Hugh in horrified toncs.

“It means, my friend, that but for that Iskimo you would now have
been a dead man, and I, too, I suppose, for that matter. Very likely it
was intended to murder us both.”

“But why? What for? Why in the name of all that's horrible should
anyone wish to do such a thing?"’

“TI cannot tell you. But perhaps now you will begin to belicve in the
warning 1 gave you. All the same, I must confess I did not expeet
this sort of thing ecxactly. Query, had Amaki any reason {o suspect
it? Wag that the reason of his strange request to be allowed to slezp lere
to-night? These natives,” Ruxton went on, in a dreamy way, ‘“sometimes
have strange insighis into things that escape us wiser folk, as we think
owrselves. Can it be possible that he had some pramonilion that danger
threatened you, and came here to-night, to try to protect the man who had
suved his son’s life?"

But to this question there was no answer--neither then, nor for some
time after. Tor though, in the course of the next few days, the old IEskimo
recovered sufliciently to gel about again, he never opencd his lips on the
subiect;. As to the scoundrelly assailant, he had made good his escape in the
darkness, and remained undiscovered. If Amaki could have pointed him out
—-and somchow Ruxton had a notion he could have done so if he had pleased
—he did not do it. He resolutely kept his own counsel, and gave no sign.

“it's

Left to Die in the Whitr Wilderaess.

T'S no good going farther. We've come upon a fool's errand. T thought
l so all along.” :

It was Val Ruxton who spoke. The date was some weeks after the
ovents recorded in the last chapter. During that time the expedition Rad
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moved out from its base, and travelled far into the
wlii‘ch lay llf_eitwe]cln]ibland the object of its secarch.

‘or a while all had gone well, save as to two or three minor ma .

Game had at first been plentiful, and the hunting parties scn%l ol::t t}:;;;
{ime to time had had fine sport.
. Hugh and Ruxton had shown themselves Lo be mighty hunters.”” 'The
‘bags”’ they had brought into camp, as the result of little excursions
off the main route, included reindeer, musk-oxx, white hares, and also
a number of birds—for some of the open water they had skirted had heen
alive with guillemots, cider-ducks, little auks, and other feathered eame
all of which made good eating for the white men of the parly. In addition,
there 115.1(1 been seals, walrus, foxes, and other creatures, which, whatever
the white men's opinion of them might be as food, were certainly not
despised by their Eskimo allies. B

Lastly, there had bLeen bears and wolves, the pursuit of which had led
to some highly exciting adventures and hair-breadth escapes.

The musk-ox, too, is a determined fighter: and some of those Lrought
in had only been sccured after contests which would have delighted the
audience at a Spanish bull-fight.

In these encounters the two who had bLeen thrown together under such
curious circumstances, had played a foremost part, and shone conspicuously.
And as was to be expected, they had beceme very firm friends and close
chums in consequence. There were very good reasons for this. Both of
them bad been in the very pink of condition wihen they came out. Each
had been speceially fitted by previous experience and training for the part
he had to play. Both could boast of frames far above the average in
strength and muscle; and they had both revelled in the opportunities which
had been afforded of pulting their prowess to the test.

So far, the expericences they had gonc through had left them very little -

the worse. Some men of the party, men who Wwere supposed o be thoroughly
inured to the terrible hardships of the climate, had broken down and been
sent back. Others had become enfeebied and dispirited. One or iwo were
showing signs of disease. But Hugh Arnold and Val Ruxton had thus far
borue the awful cold, the exhausting labour and exeriion, the scarching
blizzards, in a manner that amazed the older members of the party. They
secnied to be invulnerable, so far as physical dangers were concerned.
. There had, however, been ““flies in the ointment.” For one thing, there
bhad been accidents—a good many of them—certainly more than might
have been expected. And it was curious—-this also was probably onc of
the accidents—that more than their fair share had fallen to the two chumns
and those who were 1most closely associated with them. ‘ )

More than one of the narrow escapes referred to had been in conzection
with such accidents—some of them of a very odd character, due, &s 1t
seemed, to stupid carclessness on the part of other members of the expedi-
tion. Nor had the two escaped altogether scathless. Each had something
to show in the shape of healed-up wounds and scars, not to mention mjuries
that had gone and left no trace. .

Another of the flies in the ointment consisted of the character of tiic men
Grimstock had engaged to serve him. )

Those originally brought out from England had been quite bad cuough.
It has been related how that by the time they h:}d begun to land the stores,
Ruxton—who had had some expericnce of that kind of thing—was disgusted
with the lot.

Amongst the whole of the crew there had been only two men whem he
and Hugh felt they could really trust—the two, namely, who have Leen
already known as Mike. the Irishman, and Bob Cable. They had taken to

great white wilderness
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tiese men, and 1be men, in turn, had become devoted to them, quite as
a patural thing—as being. so to speak, “ birds of a feather.”’

Since then matters bad been rendercd worse by the fact that Grimstock
had envolled the services of MeceClinter and his crew—the men who had
raided the comp, and fought with such ruffianism the very first night of
their arrival.

Between the two friends and these people there was naturally ‘““no love
lost.””  There had been constant friction, and a smouldering animosity,
which only awailed some chance spark to make 1t burst into a flame.

However, there had been no actual outburst. The party. as a whole, had
manazged to rub along ome with another. Grimstock and McClinter were
!mllh r(ilgid disciplinarians, and between them they kept their crowd well
m nand.

Thus all had gone fairly well, and good progress had been made, so long
as there had been game to be had for the hunting. When, however, they
had passed beyond the region of living things, matters altered. With
the cessalion of hunting, the men had less to occupy their minds, less to
fake their atlention off the hardships they bad to undergo.

Notwithstanding that the weeks that had gone by had brought them so
much the nearer to summer, and the days had grown so much longer that
they had not to endure the old long, cheerless nights, things were noticcably
less cheerful than before. Gloomy looks, and a greater tendency to quarrel-
someness about trifles {ook the place of former cheerfulness.

Then men grumbled, too, ab what they considered unneceessary work which
Girimstock pul upon them. Often, on the plea that he wished to make
geographical observations, parties were sent out to the right and to the
left to ““wpy out the land,”” and bring in reports of what they saw.

Sometimes Grimstock took these parties out himself, sometimes he scnt
them under the charge of the chums, sometimes under McClinter.

Prequently they would be away for a night or two. But such trips nearly
always ended in the same thing. Nothing to report, no life or vegotation
seen, no mounlains or olther notable features discovered, the only net result
being a greal deal of extra grumbling, and additional discontent, on the
part of the men delailed for this special servioe.

Now, two days before, Grimstock had called a gencral halt.  He 'way
going, he said, to make a big cache, and place in it a great part of his

stores, 'T'his would take three or four days to comstruct, and would give
the men o bil of a rest.

After that MeClinter and hiy men were going lo return, in order tlo
continue their whale fishing. Also, they would take back with them cne
or {wo who had fallen in bad health.

He desired to take advantage of the halt to discover whether there were
mountains some distance to the west of him, and Hugh and Ruxton werc
deputed to make an excursion in that direction.

Though Ruxton was evidentlly strongly averse to going,-there was no
valid excuse which could be given for refusing. Ie and Hugh had made
similar trips before—found nothing—and relurned.

No doubt it would be the same thing over again. Still, Grimstock was
the chief; and the two chums had no choice but to obey orders.

So they started out, travelling in a motor-sledge, towing o couple of the
other sledges behind containing spare stores. The little party that went
out with them consisted of the two sailors, Mike and Bob, and four Eskimos,
including Amaki and Lybendo—for these two natives had accompanied the
expedition, and had gomechow—like the two sailors—managed to” attach
themselves more particularly to the two friends.
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The weather had been threatening when they had started, and had after-
wards turned so bad (hat their task bad been carried out under very trying
conditions.  And now, after being away a day and a night, they were
returning with absolutely nothing {o show for what they had gone through.

No sign had they seen of life in any form, nol so much as a bush, a blade
of grass, or a dead tree. Nor was there anything to be seen of the moun-
tains Grimstock had sent them out to discover.

So there was nothing for it but to retrace their steps, and make their
way back as quickly as they could to the place where they had left the rest
of the expedition.

This of itself was not an casy thing to do. It had snowed frequently and
heavily since they set out, and now, on the way back, it snowed worse than
before. The track they had made on their way out was obliterated, and as
a consequence their progress was slow. |

Ruxton, who bhad seemed: unusually depressed from the time of their
quitting the main body, now showed himself moody and abstracted.

It was all in vain that Hugh, whose good spirits were hard to repress,
joked and rallied him. He paid but slight attention to anything that was
said, but went along like one with some weighty apprehension on his mind.

His glance seemed ever to be cast ahead, as though he expected to sce
something, which, however, never appeared. And by his looks one would
have said it was something he dreaded rather than hoped for.

At last the time came when, after an absence of two days and nights,
they drew near the spot they had started from—the halting place where
Crimstock was going to build his big cache.

‘There was nothing to be seen there. There was no cache, no sign of the
parly themselves! And what was worst of all, absolutely no tracks—no
indication to show which way they had gone. The snow that had fallen
had covered everylhing. So completely was this the case that Hugh at first
refused to believe they had reached the right place.

“It must be farther on,” he declarved, bewildered. ‘“Or we’ve got too
far to the north, or 1o the south!”

Butl Ruxton shook his head and laughed. It was a hard. harsh, grating
laugh, horrible to hear. So unlike was it to his own kindly usual laugh
that Hugh began to fear his brain had given way and he was going mad.

“T knew it said Ruxton, in a voice that sounded as strange and hollow
as his laugh.  ““I Lhave known it all along! T suspected it when Grimsiock
gave us his orders, and told that plausible lie about building a cache here
to pul a lot of his stores in.  And when he went on to tell that other infernal
lie about sending McClinter and hiz hounds back with the sick men, I felt
sure of it. T saw it in the man’s eye, and I am sorry now I didn't fly at
him and choke the Jie in his throat!”

“You knew?” exclaimed Tlugh aghast. “ IIow could that be? If you
knew, why did you allow us——""

“Tat, tut! I only felt it in my own mind. What proof had I? What
reason could we have given for refusing to obey orders?  You yourself
would not have believed me. You would bave laughed—as you have laughed
before when T warned you to he on your gnard! I have warned you not
once, nor twice. nor three times; but half a dozen at least. And what good
has it done? Can you say that vou ever paid the slightest attention to
my warnings, or really believed I had ground for them?”’

“Well—but--Val—2

(To be continued.)
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